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Abstract

My purposein researching the history of The Clarionwasto discover therootsfromwhichthe
newspaper comesto the college and to learn more about Brevard College history and itsrelationship to the
rest of theworld throughout the decades.

When | began my work on The Clarion in 2004, the newspaper wasin shambles. Withasmall
group of dedicated staff members, we turned the newspaper around. Inorder for the newspaper to
continueto besuccessful, | felt it wasimportant for the college community to understand the history of The
Clarion.

The scope of my research hasbeen extensive. | haveread through archivesof TheClarionsince
1935: 72 volumes of the newspaper. | have a so researched the newspaper’ s predecessors. The
Rutherford Recorder/Rectangle and The Weaver Pep. Finally, | resorted to anumber of outside sources,
including History of Brevard College, 1853-1954 by Marjorie Craig, multiple history books on events
such asthecivil rightsmovement and the Vietham War, and | conducted two personal interviews.

Theresult of my research displays The Clarion asan important publication, not only theaudience
for whichitispublishing, but for future generationsaswell. The Clarion began asafirst-rate newspaper in
1935 and endured drastic aterationswith society’ s changing times. Through these changes, one
characteristic hasbeen consistent, The Clarion has been the voi ce of the Brevard College student; away
for studentsto speak out on issuesthat concernthem.

Furthermore, through reading The Clarion over the past 72 years, abroader history for Brevard
College, the United States, and even theworld can be understood. 1t isbecause of thisunderstanding that

The Clarion can beviewed asthe window to theworld.



Thewindow to theworld can be covered by anewspaper.
—Stanidaw Jerzy Lec, Polish writer (1906-1966)
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Introduction

They were hot off the press.

Walking through Beam Administration Building with the deep box inhand, | caught glancesfrom
Brevard College studentsand staff. It wasFriday, and they knew what wasins dethe bottomless container.
Leaving Office Services, | thanked Ms. Annfor her timely work. It had becomeaweekly tradition.

Every Friday morning my alarmwould blast lively bluegrassmusicfromitsshrill speskersat 7:30
am. Rolling out of bed, I d throw on somejeansand awrinkled pol o and hike through the misty mountain
airtoMyersDining Hall. Thecampuswould still bedeeping. Breathing in therich aromaof daybreak
coffee, | would watch studentsslowly maketheir way into the cafeteriato work off their aching hangovers.
Morning in Brevard wasawaysmy favoritetime of the day.

| swept aside some old issuesand dammed the oversized box onthe officetable. Opening thelid, |
finally caught aglanceat itscontent. Of course, | had seenit for hourson end the day before, but there's
just something about thefinished product that’swell, different.

Separating the 11 x 17 sheets of paper into three piles, | stepped back and |ooked at thelofty
stack. Six-hundred copies, just likeusual.

Andthen| begantofold.

Thereisaunique craft to folding anewspaper, and | had perfectedit. | grabbed acopy of the

center spread, which was purposefully stacked on thefar right, and stuffed copiesfrom the other two piles
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underneathit. Tapping the sheetsthreetimeson the old wooden table, | made surethe edgeswereclosely
aligned, folded the papers hot dog-style and, with the rim of my thumb, creased themiddle. Onedown,
599to go.

Just then Matt Rutherford walked through the doors of the cluttered office and took hisposition at
theother folding table. Matt wasthe managing editor of our weekly, and whilewe had different creasing
techniques, neither of uswere strangersto ink-stained fingers. Wetalked about theissue, and for thefirst
timeall morning, | took aseat and |ooked at our modest publication: TheClarion, Volume 72, Issue 11. |
read the headline, “ Shuler wins, Democratstake control of Congress’ and thought about the staff meeting
four daysprior.

The meeting began even beforeit began. The pre-meeting, asthe senior staff hascometocal it,
wascertainto beafiasco. Huddled intheback of thelittle office, weal took our respective placeson
counters, chairs, tables, and couchesand laughed about thelatest Bushismsor cel ebrity spoofsin
Hollywood. But soontheroom grew quiet, and Dr. Padgett asked asimple question, “Well, what’ sgoing
on?’

Tex isawaysthefirst to answer. Hissecret sourceshad informed him of diseases spreading
violently through thefreshman classand late night terrorist activity lurking around every corner of campus.

“Who'syour source,” | asked him.

“I’vegot sources,” hereplied. Tex never revealshissources.

Each section editor told uswhat wasontap for Friday’sissue. Zack Hardingwasreviewing a
Primus concert and needed to assign music and moviereviews. JamieMichaglswas, if the el ection goesher
waly tomorrow, writing an opinion piece on how Republicans can copewith their loss of power; she'll be
ruthless. Tom Cowan wasinvestigating reportsthat aswesty, shirtlessman chased femal e studentsfrom

Inglesback to their dormitoriesand that an old woman fell and hurt herself inthe cafeteriaover the
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weekend. Thetwo storieswerenot related—at least hedidn’t think. Zach Browning was running out of
animalstokill in hiscolumn, but he supposed that he could discuss deer season. Meanwhile, men’sand
women'sbasketball was about to start; he’ d haveto talk Amethyst Green into covering the season.

“Well, it'sabout that time,” Dr. Padgett said, and we all made our way downstairswherethe staff
writersand photographerswere awaiting our grand entrance. Working my way through each section, |
asked for volunteersto cover some of the storieswe had discussed in the pre-meeting. Nobody ever
volunteers. Sol assigned the story to thereporter hiding her facein the back corner or just turned over
assignment dutiesto the section editor and made him sound likethejerk.

Either way, al of the storieswere assigned, more newswas brought to our attention, and after
nearly an hour, the meeting wascomplete. “ThedeadlineisWednesday at 5 p.m.,” | told everyone asthey
scurried out thedoor. Matt showed methe story budget he' d been scribbling throughout the meeting, and it
looked likewe d haveaat |east a12-pageissueout thisweek. | asked Molly Carlsonif she’ d need any help
with layout thisweek. Molly never needsany help with layout, and after |ast year, that’sfinewith me.

Articlescamethrough my e-mail box over the course of theweek, and | saved them onto the“ P’
drivethat IT had set up for The Clarion. Emily Wadefirst edited thearticles, and then Molly laid theissue
out in Pagemaker.

Yesterday morning, | had looked through theissuethat had kept Molly up until al hoursof the
morning. Giving theissuethefinal approval, | printed it onthefaculty laser printer in Pat Shore'soffice,
walked downgtairs, said good morning to Pat, and picked up thefreshly printed issue. Hustling tothe Beam
Administration Building, | glanced over theissueand tried to catch any last minute mistakes. Finding none, |
entered Office Services so that theissue could be copied 600 times. | thanked Ms. Annfor her timely
work, and exited thebuilding.

It had becomeawesekly tradition.
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Pulitzer Prizewinning reporter Immy Bredlin oncesaid, “ A job on anewspaper isaspecid thing.
Every day you take something that you found out about, and you put it down and in ameatter of hoursit
becomesaproduct. Not just aproduct likeacan or something. It isapersonal product that people, alot
of people, takethetimeto sit downand read.”

Thisisthehistory of The Clarion, astudent-run college newspaper that has become my product.

Itisapersonal product. A product worth reading.
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CHAPTER

Before The Clarion
1924 - 1934

VEAVER HALL BURNS DOWN; CLOTHES DESTROYED - Fl anes Destroy Possessi ons
of Many Students; 12 Men Lose Everything; M. Rodney Stover Princi pal
Her o; Specul ation R fe Concerning Pl ans For Rebuil ding; Possibility
Renoval To Morganton; Probabl e New Structure Be Built To Repl ace A d.

The year was 1927, and these were the headlinesthat charged Rutherford Collegeinto an eager
frenzy. Released just oneweek after thefire, thefourth-ever issue of the student-led newspaper,
Rutherford Recorder (Val. I, IssueNo. 4), informed devastated college residents about the facts of the
flames.

Thearticlereads. “Weaver Hall, adormitory built for the men of Rutherford, burned to theground.
Aswas customary on Saturday afternoon, the mgjority of the seventy-odd boyswho roomed in Weaver
were spending the afternoon away from campus; somein Hickory, while otherswerein Morganton. There
wasnothinginthequiet cam of the afternoon to indicate the approach of the catastrophe.”

A relatively new publication onthe Rutherford College campus, the Rutherford Recorder set a
strong precedent for future student newspapersto inform their classmates of happeningsin thecommunity,
whiledlowing studentsto voice concernsof their own.

Onestudent wrote: “What'samere student going to do when heisn’t surewhether hisschool is
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going to be moved to Morganton, or Charlotte, or berebuilt ontheold site?’

At atimewhen students around the country couldn’t turn their televisonsonto CNN, couldn’t visit
the New York Times Online, and couldn’t even depend on the ddlivery of mgjor dailiesintheir small college
towns, student newspaperswerethe eyesand ears of collegesand universitiesaround the country. Andfor
studentsin Western North Carolina, thiswasno exception.

Just west of Rutherford College, asimilar trend could befound at another small, mountain school:

Weaver College.

BASEBALL PRACTI CE | N FULL SW NG AT WEAVER - M|l er Elected Captain O
Basebal | Team President Trowbri dge States Ains of This Fine
I nstitution; Euterpeans El ect New O ficers.

These headlineshighlighted 1927 in The Weaver Pep, another student newspaper providing
essential information for college studentslivinginisolated mountain towns. Likethe Rutherford Recorder,
studentsfound their voicesin The Weaver Pep. A popular topic among studentsat thetimewas onethat
perhapsdtill thrivesamongst the college pressmost frequently today: school policy.

“Thereisamovement in some of thelarger institutionsof the country to abolish compulsory class
attendance,” one student wroteinto The Weaver Pepin 1924. “Thisquestion wasdiscussed intheliterary
societiesat Carolinarecently and it wasunanimously agreed that whatever good argument theremight bein
favor of it, thesewere more offset by thefact that few Freshmen and Sophomores are capable of being their
ownjudgeregarding classattendance.”

SETTTI NG THE STANDARD

Brevard Collegewasformed asajunior collegein 1934, after thesetwo Methodist collegesmerged oniits
present location. Rutherford College, acoeducational school established in 1853 in Burke County, and
Weaver College, established in 1873 just eight milesnorth of Ashevilleinthetown of Weaverville, joined on

the grounds of theformer Brevard Ingtitute for the school’ sfirst day of classes on September 17, 1934.
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Fromitssecond year, the student presswasalively voicefor the 385 students on the Brevard College
campus.

Through thefour-page weekly student newspaper, The Clarion, studentskept their campus
informed on the occurrences happening on campus, in the community, the country, and around theworld.
But theroots of The Clarion extended beyond 1934, to the heritage of The Weaver Pep and the
Rutherford Recorder (later to bere-named to The Rutherford Rectangle).

Theearliest archived issue of The Weaver Pep isdated December 15, 1924, twelveyearsafter
Weaverville College officially becameajunior collegeand changed itsnameto Weaver. TheWeaver Pepis
labeled Val. 11, Issue No. 3and includesarticles on the Weaver College“Blue Giants’ football season, a
preview of the school’sliterary yearbook “ The Mountaineer,” and facts about the student body at the
college (Weaver College, at thetime, washometo studentsfrom North Carolina, South Carolina,
Tennessee, Georgia, Florida, Virginia, and two studentsfrom Cuba; themgjority of students fatherswere
farmers, but occupationsranged from abull-fighter to apreacher).

The paper, rel eased about once every two months, wasfour pages|ong and was published by the
junior classof Weaver Collegewith astaff of six: afaculty advisor, an editor-in-chief, abusiness manager,
an advertising manager, an athletic editor, and ajoke editor. The\Weaver Pep, usually printing only oneor
two photographs per issue, publishedits“ First Weaver View Book” intheMay 31, 1927 edition of the
newspaper. Theview book was e ght pageslong, doubling the length of anormal edition, and included
multiple photographs of the changing seasons on the Weaver College campus. Thisphoto-journey isthe
only archived Weaver Pep of itskind, asthelast archivedissue of the newspaper datesto December 18,
1928, Val. V of the short-lived publication.

Like TheWeaver Pep, studentsat Rutherford Collegefound important reportsin their four-page

monthly student newspaper. The Rutherford Recorder changed its nameto The Rutherford Rectangle



BEFORE THE CLARION 4

sometime between 1927 and 1931, and covered such storiesas* the Ramblers’ athletic teams of
Rutherford College, theinauguration of homecoming day on campus, and thetwo-hundredth anniversary of
thebirth of George Washington (atreewasplanted in honor of the nation’sfirst president, and alocal
attorney addressed studentson “thefact that he held Washington up as an example of those of today who
possessaspark of patriotism”).

The Rutherford Rectangledid not print photographsin their issues, but devoted nearly two pages
to advertisementsof local companies, ranging from drug storesin Valdeseto jewelersin Hickory and
clothing storesin Morganton. The staff wascomposed of two divisions: theeditorial staff and the
advertising staff. Theeditorial staff included an editor, associate editor, co-ed editor, assistant co-ed editor,
sportseditor, assstant sportseditor, and faculty advisor. Theadvertising staff wasmade of an advertisng
manager, two ass stant advertising managers, an exchange manager, and afaculty advisor. The 12-member
staff clearly statesthat the newspaper was student-runin their pagetwo staff box: *Published Monthly by
Studentsof Rutherford College.” Archived issuesof The Rutherford Rectangle can befound until theyear
before the school’smergewith Weaver College, asthelast issueisdated March 1933.

These two newspaperswould shapetheresponsibility of The Clarioninitsfirst year of existence.
Searching for avoicefor itsstudents, Brevard Collegewould ook to the student newspapers of the past for
guidancein establishing aninformative, quality newspaper for thecollege community. Throughtheir strong
precedents, The Weaver Pep and The Rutherford Recorder/Rectangle would set the standard for the

arriva of astudent newspaper onthe Brevard College campus.

Major Events, 1924-1934

June 2, 1924: Calvin Coolidge signsthe Indian Citizenship Act, granting citizenship to all Native Americansborn within
theterritorial limits of the United States.

October 29, 1929: Black Tuesday; the stock market crashes onthe New York Stock Exchange.
November 8, 1932: Franklin D. Roosevelt defeats Herbert Hoover inthe Presidential Election.

January 30, 1933: Adolf Hitler isappointed Chancellor of Germany.
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CHAPTER

The Early Years
1935 - 1940

DO YOU WANT A COLLEGE PAPER?

S?venty-two yearsafter itsfirst publication, The Clarion hasbeen avita voicefor the Brevard
College community through someof theworld’smost significant events. During theadministration of twelve
presidentsof the United States, through multiplewarsand military action, and enduring drastic changesin
technology, The Clarion has kept the collegeinformed and has voi ced the opinions of itsstudent body. As
quickly asthe newspaper began publication, however, The Clarionamost failedtoexist at al.

Brevard College studentsreleased thefirst issue of The Clarion on Wednesday, September 25,
1935 (Val. 1, IssueNo. 1). Published just weeks after the school year began, The Clarion covered such
topicsasthe organization of the department of agriculture on campus, rligiousactivitieson campus, a
preview of the upcoming football season (thefirst gameagainst Biltmore Collegewasjust three daysaway),
and some sensible advicefor Brevard Collegefreshman: “Whenyou enter Brevard Collegeyou are
consdered agentlemen, or alady,” thearticle, titled “ Hintsfor Freshman,” reads. “Youcandoasyoulike
about your work; nobody will makeyou doit. Behonest with yourself and alwayskeep in mind thefact
that you are herebecause of agreat life purpose.” Although thefour-pageweekly received awarm

welcomefrom the college community, the newspaper waslucky to survive past issue number two.
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Themagjor story inthat first issuewastitled“ Do You Want A College Paper?’ and discussed just
that. Theissue, asthearticle explains, was presented to the student body courtesy of thetown’sprinter,
who agreedto print thefirst two issues of The Clarion on advertising revenue alone (the newspaper
published advertisementsfrom local barbershops, cafes, and laundry servicesin Brevard). Inorder for the
newspaper to continue asthe college voi ce, three-hundred people had to subscribeto The Clarionfor
$1.00 per year by carrier or $1.25 per year through themail. The paper would be published weekly from
September to Junewhilethe collegewasin session, except on holidaysand during examinations. The
Clarionwould bea* genuine newspaper covering al the collegeactivities,” and, if thetemporary staff
publishing thefirst two issuesreceived the proper subscriptions, apermanent staff would be chosen and
studentswould receivetheir newspaper every Wednesday. Thearticle sent asincerewarning to the student
body about theimportance of receiving the needed subscriptions. *“Without The Clarionyouwill not be
ableto keep upwith al thethingsthat go on in the college community. Everyonewhowashereredizedthe
need of apaper for thisreason. Also seetoit that acopy of The Clarion goesto the homefolkseach

week. They arevitaly interested in everything that goeson here.”

A PAPER OR NOT. WHI CH?

Withtherelease of the second issue on October 2, 1935, the student body at Brevard College till
did not know whether they would have astudent newspaper thefollowing week: “Whilealarge number of
subscriptionshave beenreceived,” thefront-pagearticleread, “they are not enough to assure enough
revenuefromthat source.” Knowingthat it washighly unlikely that they would receivethe appropriate
number of subscriptions by thefollowing Wednesday, thetemporary staff of The Clarion weregrowing
desperate and began thinking of other plansto receivethe appropriate fundsfor the newspaper to continue.
A new plan wasbeing devel oped at thetime, “ so the entire student body may get the paper at areduced

price.” Thisplan, not reveaed to the public withinthearticle, would require one-hundred percent
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participation from the student body and, if it worked out, would * be given to the studentsfor adoption and
immediately put into operation.” The planwould beintroduced to the student body at their weekly chapel
meeting on Friday, October 4, 1935.

Asidefrom the pleafor the continued publication of The Clarion, the second issue covered the
adoption of clubson campus, including theMarco Polo Travel Club, theInternational Relations Club, and
Ministerial Band; the current enrollment at the college, whichincluded 389 studentsfrom ninedifferent
states; and theresult of thefootball game againgt Biltmore College, ascorelesstie. A scheduleof “ Time

Rulesfor the Girls Dormitories’ wasa so included on pagethree:

6:30 RisngBdl

7:00 Breskfast

7:25 Morningwatch

8:00 RoomInspection

845 Classesbegin

10:35 Student Assembly, attendancerequired

12:55 Lunch

2:.00 Afternoonclasses

3:00 Shoppingfor 1 hour, Monday, Wednesday, Friday

6:00 Dinner

6:30 Socia period on Monday and Wednesday

7:00 Prayer meetingon Thursday

7:30 Literary societiestwiceamonth on Tuesday
House meeting twiceamonth on Tuesday
Clubs meet twiceamonth on Friday

7:30 Study hall —halsquiet, each girl inher ownroom

10:00 Recreation period

10:30 Lightsout

STUDENTS VOTE TO CONTI NUE THE CLARI ON

Whilestaff membersdid not receivethe three-hundred subscri ptions necessary to continue printing
The Clarion and distributing it on campus, the student body president, Tom Graham, presented aplanfor
thenewspaper. Inhisplan, theentire student body would beformed into clubsaccording to the dormitories

inwhichthey lived (the commuter studentsformed aseparate club). The clubswould then choosealeader
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to distribute newspaperswithin the dormitory and collect feesfor the paper. The plan enabled the student
body to receive The Clarion at 25 cents per quarter, as opposed to the $1.00 per year subscription
previoudy suggested. “ The plan wasdiscussed,” thearticlereads, “and on motion was unanimoudy
adopted by arising vote.”

With the adoption of The Clarion at Brevard College, the young newspaper set out to construct a
permanent editorial and businessstaff. Theelection of the editor-in-chief occurred just oneweek after the
announcement that The Clarion would continueto betheinformative voiceon campus. Candidatesfor the
positionincluded sophomoreBill Davis, freshman Odell Salmon, and sophomoreWillisTurner. Elections
were presided upon by student body president Graham. After aheated debate over whether Salmon, who
had “ several yearsexperiencein newspaper work,” could befit for the position of editor-in-chief asa
freshman, the student body el ected Davisasthefirst editor-in-chief of TheClarion. Davis, who wasfrom
Badin, North Carolina, had been afeaturewriter, sportseditor, and editor-in-chief of hishigh school
newspaper and wasamember of the Brevard Collegefootball and basketball teams. Accordingto The
Clarion, “inscholasticrating (Davis) isamong thefirst.”

The Clarion continued to build its staff after the appointment of Davis, astwo associate editors, 12
reporters, onetypist, abusinessmanager, advertising manager, and circul ation manager, aswell astwo
faculty advisors, were selected. With the addition of apermanent staff, The Clarion continued to present
important information to the student body, whilere nforcing theimportance of the newspaper tothe
community. InlssueNo. 7 (November 8, 1935), an articletitled “ The Value of a School Paper” was
published. Thearticleoutlined thesignificance of The Clarionfor Brevard College: “ The usefulnessof the
paper isnot limited to the college campus,” thearticlereads. “ It isthrough thispaper that those outsiders
who areinterested in the college areinformed of our progress, or our decline, whichever the case may

be...Oftentimesthe collegeisjudged largely by the paper that its students publish; thereforeit isup to usto
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seethat our school israted ashigh asany of the other institutionsof higher learning.”

The newspaper continued to cover events happening in and around the Brevard College campus,
and by twelfthissue The Clarion wasready toringinthenew year. “So Thisis1936,” the headlineread:
“Thisyear, 1936, isgoing to beavery interesting oneinthelivesof usal. Itisgoingtobefull of problems
and crisesfor usto meet, not only inour privatelivesbut dsoin nationa and state affairs.” Indedingwith
these predicaments, The Clarion continued to useitsvoiceto inform students of eventsoccurring within the
collegecommunity, sotheir liveswould be madethat much moretrouble-free. Themgjor storiesof that
year included thereorganization of the college'sliterary societies, inwhich aquarter of the student body
joined asociety; theresultsfrom the Tornados' winter basketball season schedul €; important messagesfrom
the Brevard College president Eugene J. Coltrane, including Coltrane' sarrangement of thefirst North
CarolinaJunior College Conferenceat Hotel Charlottein Charlotte, North Caroling; the election of the
student council for thefollowing school year; and the newspaper’ sfirgt “ Commencement Edition,” which
outlined the college’ scommencement exercisesand listed the seventy-e ght student candidatesfor
graduation. Trueto their word, the staff of The Clarion published 29 issuesduring thefirst volume of the
newspaper, onefor every week of the school year. The paper aso published one summer monthly edition
of TheClarion, inwhichapreview of thefall quarter enrollment and afollow-up on the graduating students

wereincluded.

A PRECEDENT | S SET

Volumetwo of the newspaper continued to set animpressive precedent for future editionsof The
Clarion, and the young paper was awarded for its superior work. After theaddition of anew staff at the
start of thefall 1936 school year, The Clarion was awarded membership to the North CarolinaCollegiate

PressAssociation, “thefirst junior college newspaper publisher to join the outstanding newspaper
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organization.” Theinductionwasheld October 22-24, 1936, in Charlotte, and The Clarion gained
membership by aunanimousvote. Beforethisvote could take place, however, acommitteewithinthe
association, whichincludedits president, had to examine variousissues of the newspaper and determineits
srengths: “Inthefinal businessmeeting, arepresentative from FloraMacdonald College made themotion
that (The Clarion) be accepted as members; the representation from Appal achian State Teachers College
made the second to the motion, and the vote was unanimous.”

TheClarion used itsmembership into the di stingui shed associ ation to continue keeping the campus
community informed on events going on around campus, and even around the country. Theyear 1936 was
anelectionyear inthe United States as President Franklin D. Roosevelt wasrunning for re-election, the
second of four termsto which hewould be el ected asthe President of the United States. Likethemagority
of American citizensthat year, Brevard College students saw Roosevelt asthe strongest candidatein the
election: “Mr. Roosevelt, according to the mock el ection sponsored by The Clarion last Wednesday, isthe
favorite of the student body for presidency of the United States,” an articlefrom October 30, 1936 reads.
Of the 319 votes cast during the mock el ection, Roosevelt received 206 votes, or 65 percent of all Brevard
College student voters. Whilethe pre-election coverage was present in The Clarion leading up to the 1936
racefor presidency, the outcome of the el ection wasnever published.

For thenext fiveyears, The Clarion remained an influential voice on campus, covering issuesof
grave concern going on around the college community and the nation, whileevolving styligtically asa
newspaper. In 1937, The Clarion began running bylinesthroughout the newspaper for thefirst time.
Weekly columnsbegan to emergewithin the newspaper, such aseditor-in-chief Odell Salmon’s
“Kaleidoscope,” opinionson theworld of academia, and sportseditor James SturgisMay’s*” Sports
Slants,” acolumn covering major sporting eventsaround the country. These columnsran photosof the

editorswithin thetext, and The Clarion began to run more photosin general throughout the newspaper
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over thesenext fiveyears.

While The Clarion may have changed stylistically, itscong stency and informative newscoverage
never dtered. Starting asanewspaper that barely survived beyond thefirst two issues, The Clarion was
now setting the standard for the future of Brevard College student publications. TheClarionremained a
lively voicefor Brevard Collegein 1940, but the active paper was unprepared for what the next four years

would bring to the college, the country, and theworld.

Major Events, 1935-1941
April 14,1935: Dust Bowl beginsin Eastern New Mexico, Colorado, and Oklahoma.
March 1, 1936: Construction of the Hoover Dam iscompleted.
December 21, 1937: Show White and the Seven Dwarfsisthefirst full-length animated film to premiere.
March 3, 1938: Oil isdiscoveredin Saudi Arabia.

October 30, 1938: Orson Welles' radio broadcast of War of the Worlds premiers and causes mass panic in parts of the
country, including Brevard College, where it was reported that five students fainted after hearing the radio broadcast.

August 17, 1939: The W zard of Oz premieresat the Capitol Theater in New York.
September 1, 1939: Germany invades Poland, marking the beginning of World War I1.
July 27, 1940: Bugs Bunny makes hisdebut in acartoon titled AWId Hare.

September 7, 1940: Germany beginsrain bombsin London, thefirst of 57 consecutive nights of bombing.
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CHAPTER

The Second World War
1941 - 1945

PROBLEMS OF WORLD PEACE

On Sunday morning, December 7, 1941, the entire country was engaged with the devastating
news of the Japanese attack on Pear| Harbor; and Brevard College was no exception. Accordingto
Marjorie Craig, author of the unpublished History of Brevard College, the“ effects of thewar werea
decreased enrollment, adoption of daylight savingstime, classesin civilian defense, organi zation of unitsfor
theCivilian Pilot Training (CPT), appearance of Naval recruiting officerson campus, and the employment of
awoman to head the college athletic program” (Craig 481). Inthe October 15, 1942 edition of The
Clarion (Vol. X, Issue No. 2), the newspaper addressed one of the mgjor effects of thewar on campus:
the CPT.

“TheCivilian Pilot Training program wasinitiated at Brevard Collegein September, 1940, asapart
of the program of the government in conjunctionwith the Civil AeronauticsAdministration,” thearticlereads.
Theprogram first opened to college students or young men with acollege education, but after the United
States entranceinto World War 11, requirementsfor entrance werethinned, thearticlesays. “Now itisno

longer necessary to have acollege education, or to take collegework. Theentirecourseiscompletedin
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eight weekswith 240 hoursof ground school and 35 hoursof flight training.” At thetimeof thearticle, there
weresixteen CPT studentson the Brevard College campus, al of whom received much support fromthe
other studentsand, in particular, The Clarion: “Theseyoung men haveleft their homesand familiesto come
heretotaketraining that will aid themto servetheir country better.” The studentsconducted their flight tests
at theMeyer Flying Servicegroundsin Hendersonvilleand went to Hondo, Texas, upon graduation for
elementary glider training.

Littleisknown about the status of The Clarion beyond thisissue, asonly two other issuesare
archived duringthewar years. Craig, however, liststhedifferent editorsof the newspaper for every war
year in History of Brevard College, implying that the newspaper continued to be published during World
War I1. OnFebruary 1, 1943, Volume X, Issue No. 8 of The Clarion wasreleased. Theissue, which
now statesthat the newspaper was published semi-monthly rather than weekly by astaff of just nine
students, included acolumntitled “ Problemsof World Peace.” Thecolumn, published below initsentirety,

expressed the staff’ sview onthewar and itsuncertainties:

World Peace, the peace that will follow thiswar, is certainly atopic that even today, with
thewar still undecided, isvery much in the limelight and very much worth discussing. TotheAxis
powersthe plan of peaceisfairly clear. Germany would beleading nationin aNew Order of the
States, all of which, in broad terms, would work for the benefit of Germany, with possibly Italy and
Japan reaping aminor share of the loot from the conquered countries. There would be but one
power and that power would be Germany.

But theAlliesface afar moredifficult problem. The United States, Great Britain, and the
U.S.S.R. do not seem to be as closely allied as the aggressor nations do. Itistruethat Mr. Churchill
and President Roosevelt have put forth a document, the Atlantic Charter, which is composed of
eight points, and which isasort of outline for further peace terms. But what of Soviet Russia?
Their form of government, in theory if not in practice, differsas much from ours as does Nazism.
Can two completely different types of government exist in the same world today, when distance has
been cut so by the development of the airplane? We couldn’t do business with Hitler; so why
believe we can livein the same world with Stalin? Itistrue, aso, that we have signed treaties with
the Soviet Union, and that at the present we are fighting allies with them. But isit because we trust
them, want to help them in their plight, or isit because we are faced with acommon enemy?

Two years ago we helped Finland in her heroic fight against an aggressor nation, and the
aggressor at that time was Russia. Today Finland fights with Germany, and Finnish relations with
the United States hang by athread. When the German people are beaten in Europe, thereis no
doubt that Red Russiawill have carried the major load of fighting. Wherethen will the liberated
people of Europe turn for salvation and help for reconstruction? To the United States? Not very
likely. They will turnto Russia— because in Russiathey will see asavior, and new hope. The
answer iscommunism for al Europe.

We don’t know just how communism in Russia has worked out, but in the United States, to
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call aman a“Red” wasto put him inthe same classwith, or lower classthan aNazi. Over
here we like our system of free enterprise, and we want to keep it. But we could not
surviveinaworld in which Hitler had ahand; so how can welivein the same world with
Stalin and enjoy our form of government? Can we change or will Russia change or will the
United States and Great Britain some day fight Russiato determine who shall control
economics and politics of the world?

Thecolumnistheonly archived opinion of thewar in The Clarion and servesasaremarkableforetel ling of

Brevard College student feelingstowardsthe Soviet Union over the next four decades.

THE WAR REMEMBERED

Whilethearchivedissuesof TheClarionreved little about the student opinion of World War 11
during thewar years, Craig publishesone student’saccount of thewar and itseffectson campus. Gilreath

Adams Jr. recorded hisimpressionson thewar in History of Brevard College:

Few peoplerealized that war was so near when the 1941-42 term began. The
peacetime draft had already affected the enrollment of men, for only Taylor Hall was used
for them. Pearl Harbor brought a sudden change to our outlook on life. President
Roosevelt’s message before Congress on Monday, December 8, 1941, came during lunch
hour. Some one brought a radio to West Wall’s dining room. Faculty and students atein
comparative silence while Roosevelt spoke. Some had little appetite and everyonefelt
rather strange.

Almost immediately all of the men were faced with the problem of what branch
of the service they would enter. Some joined the various reserve corps, hoping to be
ableto complete at least that year of college work. Other volunteered in January 1942,
and by June most of the men who graduated were going directly into service...

When the 1942-43 term began, there were till fewer men enrolled, with units of
CPT trainees quartered on the third floor of Taylor Hall. They were stationed at Brevard
for brief intervals while they took courses at the College and studied aviation at afield
near Hendersonville. Classroom space was shifted in the Ad Building to give these
trainees more room for instruction. With the nation’s clocks on War Time and with
Brevard being so near the western tip of the Eastern Time zone, we often went to first-
period classes during the winter months before it was daylight. Each week two or three
of the men who were in the reserves and who were hoping to graduate in June 1943 were
being called into service. There were fewer than ahundred graduates that year. Brevard
faced many gigantic problems because of this student shortage and the unfavorable
prospects of getting men students for the next term. (Craig 500)

Asof October 1, 1943, three Brevard Collegeaumni had lost their livesin World Wer 11, ninety-fivewere

fightinginthewar, and four were serving aschaplainsinthewar.

LI FE GCES ON

TheClarionreeaseditstwelfthissue of Vol. X onApril 1, 1943, informing studentsthat Brevard
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Collegewould soon be hometo a200-man air corpstraining unit. The Civil AeronauticsAdministration
War Training Servicereplaced the CPT on campus, after Brevard College president Eugene J. Coltraneand
publicity director E.M. Anderson travel ed to Washington D.C. and submitted an application for the college
to host the program. The collegewas approved for the program since, according tothearticle, “Brevardis
aco-educationa collegeand alarge number of the men studentshave aready been drafted (and) its
facilitiesareadequateto furnishthe highly specialized trainingto at least 200 army or navy students.” Atthe
time, the nation was expecting 70,000 army and navy menin collegesand universitiesaround the country
taking preparatory coursesfor thewar. Brevard College prepared for theinflux of new studentsby moving
all of themale studentslivinginTaylor Hall into RossHall and alow the cadetsroomin Taylor.

Asdefromthisarticle, which wasthemgjor headline ontheissue' sfront page, nothing ismentioned
of thewar throughout the newspaper. The Clarion continued to publish news specific to the campus
community throughout the semi-monthly issuesduring thewar years. Topicsincluded religious, theatrica,
and athletic programson campus, including the annual Religious EmphasisWeek, the play And Camethe
Soring, and theintramural basketball results. The newspaper dedicated theentirethird pageto ajoke
sectiontitled, “TheMountain Ear: Corny — But Good.”

The Clarion continued to receive adverti sements from bus nessesthroughout the area, asthe
majority of thefourth pagewasfilled with thesenotices. Stylistically, the newspaper wasstill four pages
long and, whileitslogo had changed, little alteration occurred to the appearance of The Clarion throughout
thewar. And when the Second World War, perhapsthe greatest catastrophe of al time, ended inthe
summer of 1945, Brevard College' s student newspaper wasready to continueitsroleasaninformativeand

activevoicefor the post-war student.

Major Events, 1941-1945

December 7, 1941: Japanese bomb Pearl Harbor and, one day later, U.S. declareswar on Japan.

August 6, 1945: Atomic bombing of Hiroshima.
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The Rutherford Recorder reports on the firein Weaver Hall
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The Weaver Pep releases a photo-journey through campus
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Thefirst issue of The Clarion was released on September 25, 1935

An advertisement in Issue No. 2 previews Graham's plan
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The newspaper announces the possibility of the Air Corpsin 1943

Ms. Brevard Collegeis crowned in 1947
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The Homecoming edition of The Clarionin 1947
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The Clarion covered the college band at a student activity in 1948

The Clarion printed photographs frequently by 1948

Brevard College's enrolIment increased after World War 11, as this 1948 headline reads
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CHAPTER

V.

Post-War Expansion
1946 - 1959

ALL DORM TORY SPACE FI LLED, 228 ARE VETERANS

The post-World War 11 erasaw enormous growth on the campus of Brevard College, asthe
headlinesin the October 17, 1947 (Vol. X1V, Issue No. 1) edition of The Clarion explained. The campus
grew to 491 studentsfrom 13 different states, 228 of whom were veterans. With the growth of the college
camethe growth of the student newspaper. The Clarion expanded its staff from just ninemembersin 1943
to 27 membersin 1947, while doubling the size of the newspaper to eight pages. But with the growth of the
college—and, in particular, theincreaseinthe number of veteransattending the college—came widespread
speculation that Brevard Collegewould belosingitslibera artscurriculum, atopicthat The Clarion chose
to pay closeattentiontoin 1947.

A columntitled “Exit Liberd Arts?’ from thefirst issueof that year addressed therumor: “It seems
that thewar hashad an unusual, yet understandabl e effect on the courses chosen by young men and women
inour colleges,” thearticlereads. “Inasurvey conducted ashort time ago, North Carolinawasshown to
be one of the states strongest for specialized studies. TheVetswant to get down to business. They want

something that will arrest their minds and not send them into classrooms grouping confusing concepts. They
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fed they havewasted enough timewith thewar, and now they want something they can grasp firmly and
hold to—something secure.”

While The Clarionfailed to takeaside ontheissue, they did present the opinionsof JamesM.
Tompkins, placement manager of Vick Chemical Company at thetime, and John K. Collins, personnel
manager of Macy, Inc.in 1947. Thesemen, thearticlesays, felt that persona qualifications outweighed
undergraduate course of study intheworkplace: “Wedon't carefrom the point of view of scholarshipwhat
amanmgjorsin,” Tompkinssaid. “We reinterested inthetype of individua we regoing to get intermsof
hisexecutivedimensions.” Theseviewswould helpto shapethe nature of education at Brevard Collegeas
it continued to expand over the next ten years.

Asinthepreviousyear, headlinesinthefirst issueof 1948 (Vol. XV, IssueNo. 1) spread the news
of campusexpansion: “College OpensWith Large Enroliment.” Onceagain, the collegewel comed more
than 400 studentsfrom 14 statesand Cubato Brevard. A large number of veterans continued to attend
Brevard College and, asaresult, the college found itself accommodating these students. TheClarion
reported on October 1, 1948, that President Eugene J. Coltrane and Dean of Students J. J. Stevenson had
cometo acompromisewith dissatisfied veterans about anew room and board plan. The compromise“was
begunin an effort on the part of the college to eliminate the di ssatisfaction which some of the veterans
showed when they were given no choi ce except to eat in the school cafeteria.” Thenew policy alowed
veteransthree choicesasto wherethey would room and board: “Theoriginal planwasfor al mentolive
on the campus and eat in the school cafeteriaat acost of $157.50 per semester,” thearticlereads. “The
modified plan providesthat any veteran who wishesto eat off campus but to havearoomin oneof the
dormitoriesmay do so by paying $35.00 per semester room rent... Thereisalso anew system whereby
veteranswho wishto live off campus may havethat privilege and betreated asregular day-students.”

Liketheadministration, which found itsalf working closaly with veteran organizationson campusin
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theyearsfollowing World War 11, The Clarion directed many of itsannouncementsto veteraninterests,
such astheavailability of monthly checksfor studentsattending Brevard CollegeonaGil. Bill and the
organization of aveteran’sclub on campus. Inadditiontowritingthe Brevard College song, theveteran’'s
club sponsored severa dancesand dinners on campusthroughout theyearsfollowing thewar. The
Clarion, rel eased once every two weeks at thetime, played animportant rolein keeping the veterans
informed during their transitionto lifeasacollege student.

In order to accommodatethisrapid arrival of new students, Brevard College began to make plans
for a$1.5 million expansion of fresh buildingson campus. The Clarionfirst brokethe newsto students
through the architectural sketchesand descriptions published in the newspaper. On October 17,1947 (Val.
X1V, IssueNo. 1), detail swererel eased for the construction of the Mary Francis Stamey Memorial
Infirmary. Accordingtothearticle, this*moderninfirmary” wasjust thefirst of many buildingsBrevard
Collegewould erect that year: “ Shown aboveisthe Mary Frances Stamey Memorid Infirmary, which will
be constructed at Brevard College during thecoming year,” thearticlereads. “ Thisbuilding, to be
constructed at acost of $30,000 will be erected by the J.A. Jones Construction company and work will
commence next month. Thisisonly oneof themany buildingswhichwill be completed at the collegeduring
thecomingyear.” Thebuildingwasnamed after Mary Frances Stamey, aformer Brevard College student
who had died the previousyear after serviceintheU.S. Air Corps. Inthefirstissueof 1948, The Clarion
named theinfirmary a“great asset totheingtitution. . .theinfirmary hasaready had severa patientsall of
whom remarked on the beauty and comfort of the structure.”

Sketchesfor anew science building on campuswere a so rel eased to the college community in
1947. Thesciencebuilding, along with theinfirmary and the JamesAddison JonesLibrary, wereto be
completed by the end of theacademic year. The" new and modern brick building” would be hometothe

physics, chemistry, biology, and home economicsdepartments. At acost of $200,000, the science building
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would belocated at the eastern end of the academic quadrangle, thearticlesaid.

On October 1, 1948 (Vol. XV, Issue No. 1) planswere announced for a 1,250-person capacity
auditorium on campuswith astage“large enough to accommodate a 90-piece symphony orchestra.” The
Clarion announced that a17-person committee had been appointed to guide the Brevard Chamber of
Commerce’s planto raise $250,000 for the building, now known as Dunham Music Center. The
auditorium, according to the article, would be“the most imposing structure on the Brevard College campus’
and would include* aprojection room for showing movies, and asuitefor broadcasting and making records.
A musiclibrary will beincluded aong with threelarge classrooms, five soundproof studiosand 25
soundproof practicerooms.”

IssueNo. 3 of that year announced the proposed construction of ColtraneHall, an administration
building that would be“ erected at alater datein honor of Dr. Eugene J. Coltrane, president of the
ingtitution.” The$75,000, two-story, fireproof structurewasdesigned by Henry Irven Gaines, an architect
out of Asheville, North Carolinathat had designed the other new structureson campus. Alongwith
announcing the college’ sintention to construct the building, The Clarion hel ped the administration by
informing the college community how to make donationstowardsthe new project: “All personswho are
interested in so honoring Dr. Coltrane can be of assistance by telling othersand encouraging their
donations,” thearticlesays. “ Checks should be sent to ColtraneHall fund, C. H. Trowbridge, treasurer,
Brevard College, Brevard, N.C.” ColtraneHall would never bebuilt. However, the buildingserected at
thistimewould continueto play animportant role on campusfor both studentsand the community over the

next Sxty years.

THE MODERN STUDENT AND THE MODERN NEWSPAPER

Ontheverge of anew decade, thetypical Brevard College student wasrapidly modernizing with
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therest of theworld. The Clarionintroduced some of the modern trendsamong studentsinits 1948
columntitled“Fashions.” One of the new fashion trends on campuswas col ored stockingsfor women—
“Women can now get stockingsin any color, doing away with thetraditional brown variety. Blue, green,
red, yellow, and even purple hosiery, | suppose, can now be obtained at your favorite store.”

But women weren'’t the only studentstesting new fashion waters, male studentswere representing
the changing times by wearing baseball caps* asif they weregluedtotheir heads’ aswell asmustaches: “It
seemsasif everyonewho hasthe manly power iscultivating one of these Rhett Butler jobs,” readsan article
from October 29, 1948 (Vol. XV, IssueNo. 3). “ Clark Gable hasnothing on the boys of Brevard
College.” Along with representing the school well visudly, thestudents of Brevard Collegeweredraftinga
new congtitution, electing new officers, and holding their fellow studentsaccountablefor their actionsinthe
years|eading up to the 1950s, amovement that The Clarion found especially entertaining.

OnMay 6, 1949 (Vol. XV, Issue No. 11), theeditor of The Clarion, Walter Rogers, addressed the
student body inan articletitled “ Shame OnYou!!” Thearticlebegins, “ Sincethe newly-organized Student-
Faculty committeefor the beautification of the Brevard campus asked for cooperation in achieving thisaim,
thefollowing peopl e have been observed either walking on the grass or otherwise not complying withthe
requestsof thiscommittee.” Rogersthen proceedsto name 43 students and faculty memberswho violated
the codes of beautification on campus.

The Clarion continued thistrend thefollowing year (Vol. X VI, Issue No. 2), when the newspaper
questioned the school spirit on campus. “What'sthe matter with you boysand girls? Wehavepepralies,
and those of you who turn out don’t eventry tolearntheyells. Wehaveball gamesand wedon’t give our
team themoral support they deserve. How can we expect to produce aconference championship team if
wedon'’t back our fellowsup?’ Theinside column on pagetwo of The Clarion would beasourcefor the

staff’scriticism on campusover the next decade.
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While studentswere seen adapting to modern timesinthe early 1950s, The Clarion was updating
itself aswell. Under theleadership of Brevard College student Jean Parrish, The Clarion began Vol. X VI
on October 14, 1950, with theintention to spread its newsto the entire community, asthe newspaper
started supplying complimentary copiesto seniorsat Brevard and Rosman High Schools. Inorder to
modernize The Clarion and makeit arespected source of news, Parrishsaid inacolumntitled“AnOld

Symbol For A New Day” that the staff had tofinditsroots:

Since the middle of September, the editors’ ears have been ringing with New
Year’s bells—buoyant, boisterous, very busy bells, ringing the changes on the same
refrain; “Ringinthe New!”

Such an atmosphere tosses challenging questions on new editors’ desks: With
so many new things in the making here, what should remain the same? What sort of
newspaper suits best the renaissance of a college? Will the old CLARION do? What, for
that matter, does CLARION mean?

When the editors found out what CLARION means, they decided that they
would attempt to makein the paper whatever changes the new time might require. But

they decided to keep the old symbol. Itisagood one. A clarionisatrumpet!”

Thestaff of 1950, which was made up of 26 studentsand onefaculty advisor, began renovating the
paper fromthefirstissuethat year. Thebanner changed from reading The Clarionto simply Clarion. The
staff washometo an artist, Wilburn Harrison, who not only designed an emblem for the newspaper, but
contributed cartoons of happenings on campusto eachissue. The Clarion began raising money for
publication of the paper at homefootball gamesby selling food at aonce dormant concession stand. And,
most importantly, The Clarion announced itsintention to enter two national pressassociations. The
ColumbiaScholastic PressAssociation and The National Scholastic PressAssociation. Anarticleon March

10, 1951 (Vol. X V1, Issue No. 7) made the announcement to the college community:

TheBrevard College Clarion has recently moved to join Columbia Scholastic
Press association and the National Scholastic Press association.

On February 15, the Clarion staff voted to join both of these nationally
accredited press associations. The entrance fees and copies of this year’s Clarion are
being sent to both of the national headquarters.

The aobjective in joining these press associations is to get constructive criticism
and a national rating for the Clarion.

Thisyear’s Clarion staff will not receive full benefit from these organizations
but joining them should be very helpful to later Clarion staffs.

Initsfirst two yearsasamember of the Columbia Scholastic PressAssociation, The Clarion placedwell in
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contestsat ColumbiaUniversity. 1n 1951, the college newspaper finished with afirst placerating, receiving
850 pointsbased on content and style. Thefollowing year, The Clarion received asecond placerating
with 832 points. AnarticleintheMay 31, 1952 edition of the paper (Vol. X V111, IssueNo. 7) explained
thecriticismthat thejudgesat Columbiahad for TheClarion: “Especidly criticized were* preachy’
editorias, along with poor screening of cuts(pictures). ‘Make-up,” and ‘writing and editing,” received the
highest scoring, while* general considerations’ received lowest percentage, followed by ‘ content’ rating.”
Thejudgesat the competition wrotethat “ the staff doesavery seriousjobinitscollege publication. There
isevidence of practiceand experimentation toimprovethe CLARION. Itisapublication of substantia
achievement. Thereisgood journadismtraininginbringing out thispublication.” Thestaff would usethis
advicetoimprovethequality of The Clarion over the next few years, focusing onissuesoutside of the

campusrea m aswell asthe unceasi ng changes occurring on campus.

BROADENED HCORI ZONS

With the end of World War |1 nearly ten years past and the start of the Cold War infull motion, The
Clarion began covering nationa and worldly issueinthe newspaper. From the coverage of “England’s
Probleminlran,” adiscussion hosted by the Internationa Relationsclubin October of 1951, tothe
reprinted opinionsof Harper’sMagazne about the use of the atomic bomb (the magazine urged the
country to never again usethe bomb and find away for lasting peace), The Clarion devel oped aglobal
sensefor newsthroughout the 1950s. Onereason, perhaps, wastheinflux of foreign studentsattending
Brevard College at thetime, as The Clarion reported on January 31, 1954 (Vol. XX, IssueNo. 4). This
articleannounced theenrollment of two Korean studentsfor thefollowing fall semester: “A letter received
with the application formsexpressed deep appreciation to the collegefor itshelpin making their trip and

educationinAmericapossible....Hereisabrief portion of theletter: ‘Weare surethat we shall makeevery
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effort to effect better relations between your country and oursunder the spirit of Christian democracy.’”

By 1957, Brevard College was hometo seven studentsfrom five different countries, asreported by
The Clarion on November 8, 1957 (Vol. XXV, IssueNo. 3): Cuba, Korea, Norway, China, and Mexico.
The newspaper described the new culture on campusintheissue: “Thesuggestion of Chinese
incense...ricepaddies...Alaskanigloosand Eskimos.. .the current Cuban revolution. .. LatinAmerican
music...fatering mambo steps. .. Norwegian skisand i ce-burgs haveintermingled with that of American
farmsand bustling citiesto firethe Brevard College atmosphere,” thearticlereads. Two yearslater, The
Clarionwould pay closeattention to therevolutionin Cuba, astwo Cuban studentsretold their
observationson atrip to their native country over winter break. Thefollowingisanexcerpt fromanarticle

titled “ Cuban Students Return After Revolt” fromVol. XX VI, IssueNo. 6 of TheClarion:

The people of Cuba are rejoicing about the overthrow of the Batista government
and the success of the popular rebel |eader, Fidel Castro. “VivaFidel” isthecry of the
people.

These observations are from two Brevard College students who have just
returned from their Christmas holidays spent at their homesin Cuba....Both students
expressed regret at having to leave Cuba and return to school. They delay was caused
by ageneral strike of all transportation facilitiesleaving Cuba. This strike was ordered
by Castro to prevent Batista forces from escaping...Both students expressed belief that
the Castro government will be the most liberal in Cuba’s history. They denied
emphatically that the rebel group wasin any way communist controlled.

“Batistatried to make everyone believe that the communists furnished armsto Castro’'s
men, but thisis not true,” they said.

TheClarionwould pay closeattention to events happening in the countries of the college’ sforeign students
throughout the decade.

With theintroduction of foreign cultureto the campus of Brevard College cametheinitiation of a
new varsity sport: soccer, theworld’ smost popular game. On October 8, 1954 (Vol. X XI11, IssueNo. 2)
The Clarion announced that the new sport would highlight homecoming that year: “At 3:00 0’ clock
Saturday afternoon soccer will beinitiated asan innovation in theathletic program of Brevard College. The
Brevard Tornadoeswill play Warren-Wilson. Members of Warren-Wilson soccer team represent ten

different countries. Thisshould proveaninteresting feature of theoccasion.” Thee even-member team
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received much support from the campus community in their inaugural game, asthe Brevard High School band
played at haftime beforethe crowning of homecoming king and queen.

Over thenext fiveyears, The Clarion would continueto grow asanewspaper, while Brevard
Collegeexpanded asajunior collegeinstitution. With membershipinto theAssociated Collegiate Press
Associationin 1958, the newspaper set ahigh standard for the next fifty yearsand provided an active voice
for the Brevard College students. Thispurposeisclearly stated in the October 3, 1958 edition of the
newspaper (Vol. XV1, IssueNo. 1). Inthisissue, the newly appointed editor, Mary Allyn Reynolds,

addressesthe student body in an articletitled“ The Clarion—Your Voice':

The purposes of The Clarion are to sound as clearly as that medieval
instrument for what it was named, the thoughts, ideas, and opinions of the students,
faculty, and administration encourage student participation in journalism, and to offer
experience in creative writing and the various phases of publishing a newspaper.

The Clarion is published twice monthly; therefore, it may sometimes contain
what may be classified as old news. Since each publication covers over two weeks, it is
as necessary to publish occurrences of the beginning of the period covered as well as
those of the last few days.

The Clarion will endeavor to publish any news submitted; however, all
contributions are subject to censorship by staff. Any suggestions to improve the paper
will bewelcomed. You may present your ideas to any member of the paper staff or to the
faculty advisor.

Thisapproach to student publication would remain cons stent with The Clarion over the next decade, as

the paper entered another eraof rapid change around campus, the country, and theworld.

Major Events, 1946-1959
October 23, 1946: The United Nationsholdstheir first meetingin Long Island, New York.
April 15, 1947: Jackie Robinson makes his debut asthefirst African American player in Major League Baseball.
April 3,1948: Harry Truman signsthe Marshall Plan granting aid to 16 war-torn countries.
August 29, 1949: Soviet Union testsitsfirst atomic bomb.
July 27, 1953: Korean War endswith armistice agreement.
May 17, 1954: Supreme Court makesadecision on Brownv. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas.

December 2, 1954: U.S. Senate votesto condemn Joseph McCarthy for “conduct that tends to bring the Senate into
dishonor and disrepute.”

September 4, 1957: Governor of Arkansas callsthe National Guard to prevent African American studentsfrom enrolling
inalLittle Rock high school.
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CHAPTER

V.

The Times They Are A’Changin’
1960 - 1975

GOCDBYE, UNCLE TOM

The 1960s began like any other decade onthe Brevard College campus. homecoming dances,
student el ections, athletic events, and campus productions highlighted the headlines of TheClarioninthe
early part of thedecade. The collegewasstill expanding, and The Clarion played auniqueroleinthis
growth by working closdly with the college’ srecruitment center. On March 21, 1960 (Vol. XX V11, Issue
No. 9), the newspaper released aspecia, eight-page pictorial edition of The Clarion to bemailed to 4,000
prospective Brevard College students. The specid edition featured photographs of buildingson campus,
student activities, athletics, and columnsfrom the president and dean of theinstitution. But the country and,
in particular, the South wasrapidly changing intheearly 1960s. 1n 1954, the Supreme Court had outlawed
racial segregationin public schoolsinthe case of Brownv. Board of Education of Topeka. Plansto
implement the decision weremarred, however, by actsof violencethroughout the nation over the next
severa years, asAfrican-American students made their way into the public school systeminthe United
States.

In 1961, around the sametimethat President John F. Kennedy wasbeing sworninto office, anine-
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year veteran of theAir Force named James M eredith announced hisdesireto attend the all-white University
of Mississippi. TheNationa Association for theAdvancement of Colored Persons (NAACP) obtained a
federa district court order to admit Meredith to theingtitution, but the organi zation faced resi stancefrom
Mississippi Governor RossBarnett. Barnett rallied the state behind segregation, and on September 29,
1962, the governor spoke at halftimeof aUniversity of Mississippi football game: “I loveMississippi. |
love her people, her customs! And | loveand respect her heritage,” hesaid. During the speech, the crowd
waved Confederate flagsand chanted, “ Never, Never, Never, Never, N-0-0-0 Never.” Thefollowing
morning, U.S. Marshasquietly escorted M eredith onto the campusto register for classes, but soon students
became aware of hispresenceand ariot ensued. President Kennedy addressed theriot ontelevision, but
the chaos continued into thefollowing morning. Intheend, 150 U.S. Marshalshad beeninjured, 25 had
been shot and two men had been killed. Meredith attended hisfirst classjust hourslater and graduated
fromtheuniversity in 1963.

Oneyear after Meredith’ sadmissionto the University of Mississippi, AlabamaGovernor George
Wallace pledged to maintain “ segregation forever” when African-American students began applying for
admissontotheUniversity of Alabama. Inhisinaugural address, Wallace said that heinvited “thenegro
citizen of Alabamato work with (him) from hisseparateracid station. ...Southernersplayed amost
significant part in erecting thisgreat diviney inspired system of freedom, and as God i sour witness,
Southernerswill saveit.” OnJune1l, 1963, Wallace stood inthe university’sdoorway to prevent the
registration of two black students, Vivian Maoneand JamesHood. President Kennedy intervened and sent
theAlabamaNational Guard to the campus. Wallacethen stepped aside, and the University of Alabama
becamean integrated indtitution. Theeffectsof theseincidentsin Mississippi and Alabamawerefelt all over
the country, and Brevard was no exception. But thesmall junior collegeinthe Blue Ridge M ountainshad

actualy been addressing theissue of segregation yearsbefore theseillustrious events occurred.
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Two yearsprior to Wallace' sinaugural address, on January 13, 1961 (Vol. XX VII1, IssueNo. 7)
TheClarion released thefirst of many editoriason theissue of civil rightsinthe country. Inacolumntitied
“Goodbye, Uncle Tom,” the newspaper staff used their voiceto urge representatives of the college

community to take note of the events occurring around the nation:

The past two years have been difficult in many part of the South—and shocking to most
of therest of theworld. They have not forgotten Little Rock, Memphis, and now thereis
New Orleansand the University of Georgia. But, asin all times of transition, we must
adjust, accept, and continue.

Many of us are unconcerned with this problem of integration because it has not
touched us—it is not vital in our concept of life. Thisisnot aproblem that we can
relegate to the top shelf and forget; it is not a problem that can be settled within the
courts, nor with burning crosses, nor with violence, nor with loud and angry voices. It
can never be settled thus, because God created the Negro, just as we were created. He
was created to walk in dignity, and because of this dignity abhors any and all
proscriptions placed upon him because of race and color.

Man has many innate needs—hunger, thirst, fatigue—and strives to maintain an
environment that will provide for these wants. But the Negro must wait until he reaches
a“colored” restaurant before he can fulfill his hunger.

We are rapidly approaching adulthood — we will marry, have children. 1f we
allow this problem to continue, keeping our nation, our government, our schools
troubled with the turmoil what feature can we expect?... thetimeisherefor all people,
teachers, ministers, lawyers, businessmen—all people in power to work toward a solution
that will bethe best for al people. 1t'stimeto appeal for an integrated spirit in
humanity—so that no one will be forced to forego public education, the right to vote, the
right to buy in astore, or worship in a church; so that no on, in Macon County, Georgia
or elsewhere will haveto say: “1 am too old to be beaten up again.

Thisoutreach for equal rightswasacommon trend for editorialsin 1961, and “ Goodbye, Uncle Tom” was
justthebeginning.

Inthethirteenthissue of Vol. XXVII1 (April 21, 1961), The Clarion turned its attention, once
again, to the changing South by asking the campus community asimplequestion, “Which South?’:

One hundred years ago the South fought a war—and lost. We fought for the
preservation of the “status quo,” which we thought was essential to our livelihood. We
have |earned—but how much? Would you fight today to enslave the Negro—or any
other man?

In the South today demonstrators are waging awar against the United States
Supreme Court decision to integrate public schools. Why? A minority group of
uneducated Southerners seem to feel that their children are “better” than the Negro
children; but this view isinstantly seen to be quite ludicrous and comical, for since God is
the Father of all mankind, we are actualy al brothers....

To which South do we owe our loyalty? To the South of a hundred years ago, a
South ruled by blind prejudice? Or to the South of today, and of the future; a South ruled
by education and knowledge?...

Americafought two world wars for the sake of freedom; and the end was
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inevitable. Today the Negro isfighting for freedom; the end isalso inevitable.
Freedomwill win.

“Themark of atruly great man,” the column concludes, “ishisability to accept theinevitable.” Collectively,
these columnson the subject of civil rightswould not only play animportant rolein the campusview of
integration and civil rightsover the next decade, but they would help The Clarion receiverecognitionona
national level. On November 10, 1961 (Vol. XXI1X, Issue No. 4) the newspaper announced itsrating by
theAssociated Collegiate Pressfor the 1960-1961 school year. The Clarion received arating of second
class, just forty pointsshy of afirst-classrating. According tothearticle, “ The Clarion front page coverage
and editoria srecelved ratingsof excellent.”

Thequestion of integration wasstill ontheminds of Brevard College studentsand faculty members
thefollowing year. OnApril 20, 1962, The Clarionreleased IssueNo. 13 of Vol. XXX with aguest
editorial from Mr. Frank Harvin, Professor of Social Sciencesat the college who had conducted apoall
among studentson integration. Theresult, Harvin says, yielded afew surprises. Theresultsof the poll
showed alarge shiftin student opinion infavor of integration compared to six yearsearlier, but what
surprised Harvin wasthe* sgnificantly large minority which, despitedl effortsof persuasion, areyet
unconvinced and unconverted.” Thesestudentsremained * neutral towardsthewholeissue,” Harvin says,
perhaps because “they didn’t want to votefor it but wereashamedto voteagainstit.” Just monthsafter the
poll was conducted, the collegewoul d be dedling with theintegration matter firsthand.

Brevard Collegeenrolled itsfirst African-American student, Mary Mooney, inAugust of 1962.
Mooney sat down with The Clarion 29 yearslater to talk about her experiencesat the college. On
February 11,1991 (Vol. LVIIl, Issue No. 7), Mooney told the newspaper that “ shefelt both accepted and
rejected at the sametime” when she entered the college gates. “ Although therewasn’t any open
prejudices,” Mooney said, “therewas no open acceptance either. It waslike‘wehavetotolerateyou. We

will ignorethefact that you arehere.”” Mooney recalled her first morning asaBrevard College student
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when aprofessor called on her to answer aquestion: “I couldn’t answer, my mind went blank....Becausel
wastheonly black student | didn’t expect her to noticeme,” shesaid. Mooney attended the collegeasa
commuting student for ayear and ahalf beforeleaving to get married. Shesaidthat shehad“norea
friends’ at the college and she admitted tofeeling lonely asastudent. Ultimately, however, Mooney said she
wasgrateful for attending theingtitution. “1’m glad to havegoneto Brevard College,” Mooney told The
Clarionin1991. “I’'mgladto have beenthefirst. 1 don’t know what kind of impact I’ ve had, but we till
havealongway togo.”

The Clarionwould not frequently addresstheintegration topic over the next threeyears. However,
the newspaper had made up itsmind about whereit would stand on the question of integration by

September 3, 1965 (Vol. XX X1, IssueNo. 1), when the staff published thisstanceinitsofficial creed:

We believe in honesty and integrity in daily living, and we will write and print the
news of Brevard College activitiesin amanner conforming to that belief.

Webelievein equal rightsand privilegesfor all regardless of race, color, creed,
or status.

We believe in the right of each person to an opinion and an expression of that
opinion, but not as a malicious attack on any person or group.

Any facet of interest worth attacking deserves, first, a search for the facts and
then a careful examination and understanding of those facts before using them.

Sevenissueslater (Vol. XXXIII, IssueNo. 8), Benji Sullivan, editor-in-chief, would once more addressthe
issue. Inhiscolumntitled* Integration|sSocial AsWell AsPolitical,” Sullivan explained hishistory with
racegrowing up in Wilmington, North Carolina. Whilelegidation may partially dea withissuesof race, he
says, asocial stigmawill dwaysbeattached: *“ Onemay eat besidethem, work besidethem, sit besidethem
onthebus; but socially tothemtheNegroisinferior,” thearticlereads. “ They havealongway togo. That

long way will tekealongtime.”

I* MA COWLN ST. . .

Whilequestionsof civil rightsplagued the nation during the early 1960s, another uncertainty inthe

country wasnearingitspeak. Theresentful standoff between the United States and the Soviet Union began
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yearsbeforeWorld War |1 and lasted for nearly half acentury. The Cold War, asitisknown, was starting
to heat upintheearly part of thedecade. OnMay 1, 1960, American pilot Francis Gary Powerswas shot
down over the Soviet Unionin hisUnited States spy plane, knownasaU-2, onamissiontotake
photographsof missiledevel opment sitesin the country. Powerssurvived the crash and alarge part of his
planeremainedintact. Initialy, the United States denied that Powerswas operating asaspy. But whenthe
Soviet Union announced that the pilot was still alive and hissurveillance cameraand photographs had been
obtained, Powers pleaded guilty and was convicted of espionage. Hewould serve nearly twoyearsin
prison before being traded for aU.S. captured Soviet spy, and the U-2 incident would only increase
tensions between thetwo nations.

A year |later, after the CI A had secretly trained anti-Fidel Castro exilesin Guatemalain hopesthat an
invasion of Cubawould €iminate communist influencein the country, thefailed Bay of Pigsinvasion
occurred. President Kennedy publicly denied United Statesinvolvement intheinvasion, but privately he
accepted respons bility for thefailure and voiced adetermination to deal with the spread of Soviet ideol ogy.
Kennedy met with Soviet leader NikitaK hrushchev in June of 1961 to discuss K hrushchev’sconcernfor
theflow of East German citizens, Soviet controlled Germany, into West Germany, whichwas controlled by
theWesternAllies. After Kennedy’ sresistanceto sign apeacetreaty with Khrushchev that would reflect
thedivisionin Germany and after the president’ sincreased defense appropriation of morethat $3 billion, the
Sovietserected the Berlin Wall to stop the escape of civiliansin East Germany. Fear of nuclear warfarewas
rampant throughout the United States, and thefright hit homein American collegesand universities. The
skepticism of Soviet ideology and intent, which had been so apparent in The Clarion during the 1940s,
now rang truefor anew generation of Brevard College students.

On October 27, 1961 (Vol. XXX, IssueNo. 3), The Clarion rel eased acolumn about theraging

fear of nuclear threat titled “ Courage |sBest Weapon.” The column begins, “ All of usare aware of the
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present international situation. Thethreat of nuclear holocaust hangsover uslikethegrimregper and his
swinging scythe. 1nno other period of history has our nation needed to accomplishitsgoasof international
peace and understanding asit doesnow.” Thearticlewent on to question how thecrisisisaffectingthe
campus. Inoneexample, aBrevard College student was heard saying, “ Sowhat! | flunked atest! What
difference doesit make? We regoing to get blown up anyway.” These opinionswere common, notonly in
the Brevard College community during thetime, but in theentire country.

Two monthslater (December 1, 1961), thefifth issue of Vol. XX1X found The Clariontryingto
understand the mindset of acommunist by placingitself inone' sshoes. Thefollowing columntitled, “1 AmA
Communigt...” presentsthe newspaper’ swarning to fellow studentsabout the dangers of communism, while
displaying asenseof nationalistic pride:

| am aCommunist. | have set the destruction of the United States as the goal of
my life. But when | look at the mighty missiles, the super bombs, and the vast
agricultural strength of anation that grows more food that it can eat, | immediately reason
that such anation will never be defeated militarily or economically. How then, shall |
cause her downfall?

First of all, let me seewhat ideas| can glean from nature. A worm hardly mars
the surface of an apple, but it eats away the inside, the core, of the fruit, and eventually
the apple withers and dies. So, what is the center, thecore, of America? Why, of course
— the people! Thus, | will want to corrupt the people, but how?

If | cause the peopleto lose confidencein their leaders, the leadersin turn will
lose confidence in themselves; nobody will trust anybody, and the whole structure of
democracy, which isbased on faith and trust, will collapse.

Thus, | shall plan a“society” in America, and placeit in the hands of well-known
American citizens. At first the society will condemn only recognized communists, such
as Castro, Khrushchev, etc. But later it will claim that it has“proof” that the major leaders
of the country are communists. Later it will propose that is you don’t approve of the
decisions of the Supreme Court, the thing to do isto impeach the Chief Justice. Later this
society will brand everything that it doesn’t like as communist-inspired.

Evenineditorialsabout campusissuesand complaints, references could befound to the Cold War. Inthe
sameissueas”| AmA Communigt...” aneditorial waswritten about antsin the dormitoriestitled “Let’'s
Somp TheAnt.” Thearticlebegins, “ Since Russiahas exploded its 50-megaton bomb, the heat hasbeen
turned down under West Berlin, and it appearsthat Russiawill notinvadetheU.S. (at least, not this

month)...” Thisfear gripped the entire campus, and on November 2, 1962 (Vol. XXX, IssueNo. 3), The
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Clarion reported on the college’ s preparationsfor anational disaster.

The Cuban Missile Crisisbegan on October 16, 1962, and lasted 12 apprehensive days. After
photographsfrom aUnited States spy planereveal ed that the Soviet Union had placed what President
Kennedy considered to be* offensive’ nuclear missilesin Cuba, the president called for theremoval of the
weagpons. Heordered anaval blockade around Cubato prevent the Sovietsfrom bringing more weaponry
into the country, and 12 dayslater Khrushchev agreed to removethe missilesif the United Statesended
their blockade and stayed out of Cuba. Kennedy complied.

Eight daysinto the Cuban Missile Crisis, on October 24, 1962, Mr. LouisMiles, professor of
religion and history at the Brevard College, spoketo the campus about the college' srolein preparing for a
national disaster that somefeltimminent: “Mr. Milessaidthat Brevardisnolonger cut off from theworld
butisinvolvedinnationa affairs,” thearticlereads. “Mr. Milesconcluded hisaddressby quoting Franklin
D. Roosevelt’sfamouslines. ‘ Theonly thingwehavetofear isfear itself.” Thepresident of Brevard
Collegeat thetime, Emmett K. McL arty, then addressed the students, suggesting that “when liferunsinto
oneof these degpest moments, we should not allow thetimeto passwithout getting something from
it...Every man should bring hislifeinto order.” Finaly, Dean J.B. Bennett told the students of the
arrangementsthat the college had made with Donaldson Air Force Base near Greenvilleto* equip Brevard
Collegewith essential protective mediumsin case of an atomic attack by aforeign country.” Studentswere
then informed whereto go if an emergency action plan had to be undertaken: “ Studentson thetop floors of
Taylor Hall and Green Hall areto gather essential sand take up residencein the basement of Dunham Hall if
theemergency warningisgiven. Studentson thetop floor of JonesHall should movetothecentral hall of
the basement of the CCB. Other students should moveintothehallsontheir floorsand stay away from
windows.” Remnantsof Soviet distrust and fear of nuclear warfarewould continueto appear in The

Clarionthroughout the decade; but the suspicion was never asobviousasthe early yearsof the 1960s.
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FREEDOM VANl A ON COLLEGE CAMPUSES

IntheMarch 12, 1965 issue of The Clarion (Vol. XXXII, Issue No. 12), the newspaper reported
onagrowing trend in collegesand universitiesthroughout the nation. A columntitled, “ Freedom Maniaon

College Campuses’ explained themovement:

Reporter Neal Ashby has made a survey of American colleges, both large and
small, for areport on the ever-growing “freedom waves’ which are hitting the campuses
all over the country. Hisfindings are presented in a special feature in the current issue
of “Parade.”

The overall picture is one of discontented college students insisting that the
rules are too strict, and demanding that they be changed, or ideally, done away with.
Surprisingly enough, many of their demands have been, and are being met. For example,
Yale students in the last two weeks have been gained permission for girlsto visit boys’
dormsevery day intheweek. At Cornell University anew “freedom” hasjust been
gained: beginning next fall, Junior women have no curfew....

The “freedom wave,” as such, hasn't hit our own campusthisyear. There have
been pleas for rule changes, but for the most part these are concerned with some of the
moretrivial rules, which aren’t going to change the course of the world....Our demands
are few, when onereally gets down to the point. We would like to see an open house
held in the respective dorms every couple of weeks. We would like for the ban on girls
smoking in publicto belifted. (Officialy, thatis.) .... Satisfactorily, our complaints don’t
consist of ridiculous demands; therefore, perhaps some of them will be heard and acted
upon. There’'s no necessity in our holding demonstrations, waving banners, and

screaming “ FREEDOM” at the top of our lungs.

After North Vietnamese torpedo boats damaged the American destroyer Maddox and killed four
soldiersonAugust 2, 1964, United States President Lyndon B. Johnson issued the Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution authorizing himto “ usea | measures, including the use of armed forces’ to ssop communismin
Vietnam. Thelikdihood of being drafted into thismilitary skirmish dramatically increased, and the possibility
surfaced onthemindsof al young meninthemid-1960s. Thisfear contributed to themindsof the
Americanyouth, asthe mentality of young adultsin the United Statesbegan to change. Criesof peaceand
tolerance spread from the“hippi€’ scene associated with the Haight-A shbury neighborhood of San
Francisco, the 1969 Woodstock Music Festival in Woodstock, New York, and throughout college
campuses acrossthe country.

While The Clarion staff thought the small movementson the college’' scampuswere“trivia” and

“few,” the Brevard College administration had other thoughts. A month after thefreedom maniacolumnwas



THETIMESTHEY ARE A'CHANGIN’ 38

published, Dean Eston Roberts addressed the student body concerning the courtship behavior on campus.
After lecturing on “the respect between aboy and agirl who really carefor oneanother” and the example
these couplesmust set for younger generations, studentsreacted in rebellion, according to an editorial by
reporter Lynn Gold onApril 16, 1965 (Vol. XXXII, IssueNo. 12): “Therebellion engendered by thisis
understandable asit mocksthe pride of an individua to have histoesstepped on,” Gold says. “Thewomen
studentswere given just causefor resentment by hisoveremphasisupontheroleof thefemale.” Thedean's
addresswas also thetopic of aletter tothe editor inthisissue. Brevard College student Judy Sigmon

lashed out at the Dean for “insulting thestudents’ of the collegeinthe midst of “asexud revolution™:

The attitude taken in assembly last Tuesday was an insult to the students of this college.
To imply to college studentsthat sex isfilth is certainly an insult to their intelligence.

We can not gain any mature standards when we act and talk as though sex were
evil. College students do not (I hope!) look upon sex asfilth. Sex isgood and
wholesome....Wefind ourselvesin asexual revolution....Brevard College hasachallenge
to serve its students — a challenge to help them to really understand what sex and the
sexual revolutionisall aboui....

Therefore, Brevard has a challenge to be rather than to seem—a challenge to
help us to understand sex as the beautiful and wonderful part of lifethat it is. If Brevard
meetsthischallenge, theincentiveto valueit will follow.

Theadministration of the college noted the opinion of Sigmonin her letter, asissuessuch asloveand
marriage continued to be covered in lectures by the Methodist Church on campus, but the attitudes of
Brevard College studentswereincreasingly liberalized throughout the 1960sand early 1970s.
The"freedomwave’ described by the newspaper in 1965 surfaced more prominently withinthe
student body of Brevard Collegetwo yearslater. OnMarch 10, 1967, The Clarion reported onthe® Zen
Den” eventsthat werefrequently being sponsored by “the newest and most active clubson campus, the
Anglo - Cats, dong with Jonesand Green Halls.” Thetheme of the event was* Freak-out” and “served as
amanifestation of psychedelic thinking that hasbecome so popular during the past decade.” TheBrevard
Tamsand Sultans, acollege band, performed at the event whilethe* strange atmosphere, created with blue
lights’ attempted “to create afrenzy and eventual state of relaxation.” Six monthslater, theclub held

another “Zen Den” event on campusthat The Clarion labeled asa*“ hippietheme.” Withinthearticle, which
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was published on September 22, 1967 (Vol. XXXV, Issue No. 3), the newspaper defined“Zen Den” as“a
place of gathering for those select personswho enjoy learning about their fellowman in an accepted
amosphere.” Theadmission to the Zen Den wasten centsand aflower, and the atmospherewas once
again dominated by bluelightsand acampusband, “ Tenna, George, and Peggy.”

Student complaints about the al cohol policy on campuswere published on October 20, 1967 (Vol.
XXXV, IssueNo. 7) inan editoria by two students, Thom McAuley and John Wilkie. Atthetime, thelegal
drinking agein North Carolinawas 18. The students, proposing that the alcohol codewas* unfair and
unjust,” offered an alternative punishment to the current expul sion rulefor studentsfound to be under the
influenceor in possession of acohol. Theproposa stated that “ astudent found to be under theinfluence of
alcoholic beverageswhileunder thejurisdiction of the college bereported to the Student Government
Association and that the punishment be disciplinary probation. Under these circumstancesthe student
would not be expelled and denied the opportunity for an education but would get asecond chance.” The
proposal issimilar to the current a cohol policy at Brevard College, forty years|ater, furthering the evidence
of sudents' liberal desiresfor “freedom” throughout the decade.

Contrary tothe* Freedom Mania’ article published by The Clarion in 1965, the students of
Brevard Collegedid, infact, hold demonstrations, wave bannersand scream, “ FREEDOM” threeyears
later. OnMarch 21, 1968 (Vol. XXXV, Issue No. 22), The Clarion reported on student protests of
“about 550 studentswho havethe courageto say ‘ wewant freedoms—I onger hours, moreliberal drinking
rules, nochapdl ... FREEDOM!"” From photos published in the newspaper, students can be seen holding
signswith dogan such as, “ Student Protests,” * Yes Faculty We Can Think,” and “Brevard College L et’'s
Enter The 20" Century.” After amarch inthe academic quadrangle on March 7, the studentsrallied around
the college president’shouse on March 10 shouting, “FREEDOM!” Two dayslater, Dean Roberts

addressed the students on the * good and bad points of their freedomrallies.” Becausethe studentshad
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protested outside of the president’ shouse, the president did * not intend to take any specia actionto get
ruleschanged” and the proceedings had to “ go through theregular channels.” Thestudentswere
encouraged to take their requeststo the Student Government A ssociation, and on December 6, 1968 (Vol.
XXXVI, IssueNo. 13), the newspaper reported that studentswere now collaborating with the

adminigtrationto formulate collegepoalicies.

THE POT PROBLEM

Oneof thefreedomsthat becameincreasingly popular on college campuses acrossthe country at
thetimewasthe use of drugsamong college students. On February 23, 1968 (Vol. XXXV, IssueNo. 19),
TheClarionreleased an articlewritten by theAssociate Collegiate Presstitled “ The Pot Problem.”
Accordingtothearticle, “the use of pot (marijuana) hasbecome asource of great concern on campuses
acrossthe country.” Rather than being amedical problem, thearticlesays, marijuanaisalega problemin
the United States, as 15,000 college studentswere arrested for thedrugin 1967. Inconclusion, thearticle
predicted that “the Supreme Court will soon haveto deal withthe old marijuanalaw inlight of increased
knowledge and morewidespread use of pot.” Two monthslater, The Clarion covered the student
assembly on LSD inVol. XXXV, IssueNo. 24. Dean Robertstaked to the students about “the ever-
growing problemof LSD” and itsrelationshipto Brevard College: “| haveno reason to think that Brevard
Collegehasadrug problem,” thedean said. “But | would be surprisedif wedid not haveoneto acertain
extent.” A filmwasthen presented to students about the effectsof LSD.

Drugsonthe Brevard College campus continued to be apopul ar topic within The Clarion
throughout the next decade. On January 28, 1972 (Vol. XXXI1X, IssueNo. 12), the editor-in-chief, Mike
Jones, interviewed aBrevard College student about hisexperiencewith drugs:

Clarion: How long have you been smoking marijuana?
Student: Off and on since September of '69 or ' 70, but I’ ve never spent more than two

days consecutively stoned.
Clarion: Haveyou ever done heavier drugs?
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Student: Yes

Clarion: For instance?

Student: | can't think of many things | haven't tried, but I’'m not addicted to any of
them. 1’ve never had a chance to use cocaine though.

Clarion: What percentage of Brevard College students, in your estimation, use drugs?
Student: 1'd say around 50 people. About 10%. My high school was around 90%.
Clarion: Where do you think most of the drugs on campus come from?

Student: Hometowns or visits to other campuses.

Clarion: Do you know any people who center their lives around drugs on this campus?
Student: No. For aperson to center their life around drugsis probably the most
effective way of leading an empty, boring life. They won't beintellectually challengedin
any way, much less physically.

The student, while declaring that drugswere not amajor problem on campus, did acknowledgetheir

existence. Theissuewould continueto be coveredin The Clarion for many years.

VI ETNAM | S DI LEMVA

By 1966, Vietham wasacommon word in thevocabulary of Americansall over thecountry. Large
numbers of American troopswere being sent to the battlein Asia, and many young adults had begunfeeling
theseeffectsfirsthand. Thedraft started to increasethe military’senrollment dramaticaly after the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolutionin 1964, and soon college campusesaround the nation were holding formal protestsin
oppositiontothewar inVietnam. OnMarch 18, 1966 (Vol. XX XII1, IssueNo. 18), The Clarion printed
anarticledistributed by the Associated Collegiate Presstitled “Why They Protest.” Thearticle addressed
the*good deal of debate” that had been happening on campusesover thewar. The University of Oregon
Daily Emerald concluded that college studentswere protesting because “ the present generation of college
youth wasborn deepin the bowelsof the greatest world war in history. Many of them havenoliving fathers
because of that war, and many othershavefathersbearing lifelong scarsof battle.” Students, thearticle
says, had little contact with the devel opments of thewar inVietham when theAmerican troopswerefirst
committed, but “today’ s student watches draft callsriseand wonderswho will benext.” Finaly, thearticle
urges college studentsto concern themseal veswith the devel opmentsin Vietnam because“ it may bethe most
important problemthey ever face.”

Atfirgt, The Clarion was hesitant about speaking out against thewar inVietnam. Infact, on
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What price freedom?

Our peersfight in far-off lands so that we may have the right to study or dance
or laugh.

They fight for acause we laugh at, aleader we ridicule, and a people we
disparage. These boys live among bullets, fear, and death, while we are harried by such
terrible things as no date for the dance, atest, or a snub by our best friends.

Would we be willing to fight with these men or to send them off to war asdo
their mothers and sweethearts? Could we leave our maze of books and papers to
strengthen freedom for someone else?

Could we say with Nathan Hale, “1 regret that | have but onelifeto give for my
country.”? Or will we be selfish and cowardly, and be willing to let our best friend fight
and diefor us, to lay down hislifefor us, and continue on in our nonchalant manner.

Thissupport, however, did not represent the opinion of al studentsat Brevard College, asthe newspaper
wouldfind out thefollowing year.

OnMarch 10, 1967 (Vol. XX X1V, IssueNo. 18), The Clarion rel eased the newsthat it would be
conducting an opinion poll for Brevard College studentsontheissue of Vietnam. Theresultsof the poll, the
newspaper hoped, would “tell not only the shape of political |eanings on campusbut should reved agreat
many other things such as, inwhat way doesthe collective student body compare and (or) contrast with the
faculty, how much the average Joe on campus actualy knows about Vietnam, and what most peoplethink
should bedoneif anything aboutit.” Thefollowing twoissuesof The Clarionwould contain articlestitled
“Viet NamIsDilemma’ by staff reportersBarry McNeil and Orion Holen.

Fromtheresultsof the poll, McNeil and Holen said that the student body believed the best way to
ded withthewar was*for gradual de-escalation and leaving thewar up tothe Viethamese.” Other
suggestionsincluded “withdrawal upon signing apeacetreaty” and “to sedl off the North Viet Nam border,
patrol it, and enforceit whileletting the Viethamese settletheir own problems.” The studentsbelieved that
President Lyndon B. Johnson, not the administration, was personally responsiblefor thewar because he
was"apoalitician, who handlesthewar in away to employ it to hisadvantage by boosting the economy.”
Winning thewar wasuseless, studentssaid, “ because of the strong traditionsthat the Vietnamese must
break in order to conformto theAmericanideal of freedom.” When it cameto communism, the student

body was splitintotwo: thosewho believed “ communistswere not the big bad boogeymen we haveaways
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beenledto believe’ and thosewhofelt “communistsareindeed bent on burying us.” Whenit cametothe
draft, however, students said that they would not dodgethewar. Whilemost studentssaid that they were
against thewar, they said that they were*“for their country and even though they regretted thewar, nearly
every maequestionnaire (and many femal €) received would have no qualmsabout fighting.” Andinthefina
question of the poll, which asked if “thewar was being conducted in the best interest of theAmerican
people,” the* great majority checkedyes.” Intheend, the newspaper’spoll would serve asavalid source of
student opinion about thewar in Vietnam, and the coveragein The Clarion would only become stronger.

Inthefall of 1967, The Clarion began publishing lettersfrom soldiers stationed in Vietnam, sparking
more editoria sthroughout the newspaper. A letter was printed from aMarine PFC named Craig on
September 29, 1967 (Vol. XXXV, IssueNo. 4), inwhichthesoldier saysthingslike, “ Thewar isuseless.
No oneover hereknowswhat heisfightingfor. 1t'sall aloss.” Afterwards, The Clarion respondedto

Crag'sletter:

It's easy to see that there’s a big difference between what the government
releases to the public and what really takes place. For example, in hisletter Craig said
that 80 men died at Con thien (sic) in one night. Press releases reported that
approximately 30 Marineswerekilled at the samelocation, on the same night.

Thisisjust asample of the way the U.S. government is camouflaging its
casualties and the general war situation in Vietnam. The American public have been
victimsfrom the start of acalculated plan to turn thewar in Vietnam into apatriotic rally-
round-the-flag-pole type of deal. And the citizens of the U.S. are beginning to become
fed up withiit.

Morelettersfrom soldiersin Vietham would be published throughout the 1960s, and by 1969 studentsand
faculty were starting to take action in protest of thewar. On October 17, 1969 (Vol. XXXV, Issue No.
7), Brevard College participated in ameeting held in conjunction with anational moratorium concerning
Vietnam. Studentswereled by Mr. John Setzer, Professor of Religion at the college who sported abeard
and ablack arm band on hisleft arm, inadiscussion about thewar. A “Prayer for Peace” washeld at the
Methodist Church acrossthe campusfrom the college, where Setzer said that “theissue of Viet Namisa
mord issue...itisnotamora war.” Setzer wasjoined by Mr. Victor Duggins, Professor of History, and

Mr. L. W. Godey, Professor of Scienceinthediscussion.
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Althoughthediscussion of Vietnam would |essen asthe college progressed into the next decade, the
coveragewould never fully subside. When The Clarion released the question, “Will Next ChristmasFind
UsStill InVietnam?’ on December 11, 1970 (Vol. XXXV, Issue No. 12), the newspaper was hoping for
anAmericanexit“by late1971.” Instead, thenation found itself dealing with theissueuntil thelast American

soldierspulled out of Viethamin 1975.

CLARI ON RECEIl VES H GHEST AWARD

Whiledrastic change occurred in the Brevard College community and the country from 1960 to
1975, TheClarion never failed to live up toitsjournalistic expectations. Asaresult, the newspaper was
proud to announce onApril 10, 1970 (Vol. XX XVI1, Issue No. 23) that it had received the highest rating
given by theAssociated Collegiate Pressfor ajunior college newspaper. Approximately 600 college
newspapersfrom around the country were eval uated at the University of Minnesotathat year, and for the
firsttimeTheClarionwasgivenan*“All-American” rating. The newspaper wasjudged * on coverageand
content, writing and editing, editoria leadership, physica appearance and photography.” Inorder toreceive
theAll-American rating, anewspaper had to havefour “Marksof Distinction” out of thefive categories.
TheClarion received Marksof Distinctionin coverage and content, writing and editing, editoria leadership,
and physical appearance. Thearticlenoted that the executivedirector of theAssociated Collegiate Press
saidthat “theAll-Americanwithfour or five Marks, issymbolic of thefinest leadershipin scholastic
newspapers.”

The Clarion continued to excel intheworld of collegiatejournalism throughout the early part of the
1970s. On September 10, 1971 (Vol. XXXIX, IssueNo. 1), the newspaper rel eased anew editorial
policy, inwhich only signed | ettersto the editor would be printed. 1norder to keep up with the latest
journalistic trends, anew headline stylewasalso devel oped at The Clarion. Thestylewasexplained onthe

second page of theissue:
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Returning students who have even less than a keen eye for observation should
have already taken note of the fact that The Clarion has adopted a new headline style
thisyear. Thisinnovationin journalismiscalled “down style,” and it isthe most modern
and functional headline style available. Down style headlines are capitalized like regular
sentences, which makes them the easiest and quickest headlines to read.

YOUARENOW READING PRINT INWHAT ISKNOWNAS“ALL CAPS.”
EVERY LETTERISCAPITALIZED, WHICH MAKESTHE READING VERY DIFFICULT...

You Probably Felt Relieved To Finish That Last Paragraph, But Now YouAre
Reading “Up Style” Print, which (sic) The Clarion Employed For Headlines L ast Year ...

So with this change of headline style, we hope to save valuable time and effort
for both faculty and students.

In order to keep up with thesetrendsin journalism, The Clarion began sending its editorsto newspaper
conventionsaround the country. On November 5, 1971 (Vol. XXXI1X, IssueNo. 8), it wasreported that
TheClarion had sent itseditor-in-chief, Mike Jones, to the A ssociated Collegiate Press Conventionin
Ddllas, Texaswhere“ten different sessonswere held every hour” led by the*top journalistsof the country.”
Thekey-note speaker at the convention wasthedirector of President Richard Nixon'sPhasell Economic
Programin 1971, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld.

By themid 1970s, The Clarion was one of the most modern and well-respected junior college
student newspapersinthe country. The newspaper survived the rapid changesof the 1960sand waswell
onitsway to surviving thefollowing decade. But theworld of technology wasincreasing rapidly, and The

Clarion would havetolearnto keep up with the prevailing journalistic trends.

Major Events, 1960-1975
May 6, 1960: The Civil RightsAct of 1960 issigned into law.
October 14, 1962: Cuban Missile Crisisbeginsits 12-day standoff.
November 22, 1963: President John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, Texas.
February 9, 1964: The Beatles debut on the Ed Sullivan Show.
April 4,1968: Martin Luther King Jr. is assassinated at the L orraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee.
July 20, 1969: Neil Armstrong isthefirst man towalk onthe moon.
August 17, 1969: The Woodstock Music Festival kicks off in Woodstock, New York.
May 4, 1970: The Kent State shootings occurred in Kent, Ohio, killing four students.

August 9, 1974: President Richard Nixon resigns from office for hisrole in the Watergate scandal cover-up.




{46}

-tz The Clarion| ==
McLARTY IS NAMED PRESIDENT OF COLLEGE

Thw wew Fuslilroee hills @
i 1116l lisrmierty fisil ma s,
i il New L and Wiom

w": Evienen Hall, wEy ass|
Tresl lhllrl

Tl |

The

it
¥
g
i
i

seld
He
Hifdd

o,

i

- Era- :
A
3
i

gg HE
i
i

T

The Clarion reports on President McLarty'sinauguration in 1957

The Clarion staff work on an issue in 1958

The entrance of Brevard Collegein 1958
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The Brevard College Soda Shop was a popular hangout in 1963

Christmas of 1963 celebrated in The Clarion
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The Clarionisused asa recruiting tool in 1960

An ad for Patterson’sin 1963
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The Echoes, a campus band, performin 1964

A 1967 editorial on Viethamthat published a letter froma soldier

Club hosts a Zen Den event in 1967

The Clarion first reported on the freedomtrend in 1965

Students protest campus regulationsin 1968
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By 1975, The Clarion had evolved with modern journalistic layout trends

The Clarion received an All American Ratingin 1970

Nixon was the student favoritein the 1968 Presidential Election
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CHAPTER

VI.

The World of Technology
1976 - 1989

THE PERI LS OF LAYl NG OUT THE CLARI ON

By 1976, the enrolIment at Brevard College had increased to over 700 students. Tofulfill the
need for newson campus, The Clarion was publishing one detailed eight-pageissue per month. Coverage
intheseissuesranged from national events, such asthe election of President Jimmy Carter in 1976, toissues
of student interest on campus, such asthe demand for morerightsfor femal e studentsat the college. While
students continued to use The Clarion to keep up with the changing world around them, perhaps even
more transformation was going on behind the scenes of the student newspaper. The processof printinga
newspaper had changed dramatically over theyears, and inthe mid-1970s, The Clarion wasexperiencing
these changes. On December 6, 1977 (Vol. XLV, IssueNo. 3), LindaCain, afeaturewriter for the
newspaper, shared the process of laying out the paper with the student body inan articletitled, “ The Perils

Of LayingOut TheClarion.”

Once a month members of The Clarion staff journey up the big hill on Broad
Street to the Transylvania Times office to begin the tedious task of laying out The
Clarion. Upon entering the doors of the Times office, the staff’s fearless |eader, Cathy
Varner, begins showing signs of a nervous breakdown.

After entering the door everyone walks back into alarge room with several
monstrous printing presses and huge tables. She then summons two of her brave,
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faithful followersto walk into the den of our enemy, the typists' office. Itisherethat the
proofing is done and all mistakes are marked with a sickening blue ink found only in an
over-sized Flair pen. These brave people soon find themselves, looking like ancient
Egyptian mummies, emersed (sic) in thousands of rolls of computer tape. Several hours
later, Cathy re-entersthe office and rel eases them from their hazardous job.

Meanwhile back in the big room, articles, which have already been proofed, are
being fed into a furious waxing machine by a new recruit who does not know that the
waxing machine has a strange craving for human fingers. The new recruit survives her
encounter with the furious electric waxing machinge (sic); then she proceeds to cut the
freshly waxed articles out of the computer tape. The large scraps of waxed paper are
scattered all over thefloor. By thistime Cathy isrunning round-and-round the room
because five important articles are missing, while other members of the stage are
frantically arranging the articles on the pages....

She begins by assisting Gordon, a patron saint employed by the Transylvania
Times with photographs. Gordon measures the size and passes judgement (sic) on the
shrinking of them into halftones. He then takes the picture into a small room; suddenly
there are several blinding flashes of white light which knocks everyone to the floor.

By this time the chaos abounds. Articlesdo not fit! Countless misprints are
found! Rearranging must be done! The staff members are getting at each others’
throats. Cathy’s face turns a ghastly shade of white....

A short while later the paper begins to take shape. Articlesarein their places.
The half tones have been made. The staff goesinto awild frantic laughter that can be
heard all over the town of Brevard. Our fearless |eader |ooks at the paper for one last
time, then quietly collapses on the floor.

While Cain’shumoroustone makesfor an entertai ning feature article, the message behind the story isone of
tediouslabor, acharacterigtic that stayswith the process of publishing The Clarion over the next two
decades.

Dr. Ken Chamleewasthefaculty advisor for The Clarion from 1978-1986 and remembersthe
long and tiresome process of publishing the newspaper every two weeks. When Chamleetook overinhis
first year at the college, hewasnot only teaching thejournalism courseat theingtitution, but making thelong
walk up Broad Street to the office of the Transylvania Timesto helpinthe processof layout. By thistime,
The Clarion was published once every two weeksand lay out was completed on Fridaysand, if needed,
Saturday mornings. The processbegan, Chamlee said, with each reporter writing hisor her articleand
bringing acopy of that articleto the Transylvania Times office. There, thearticleswerere-typedintothe
newspaper’s system and proofread for accuracy. If amistakewereto befoundinthefreshly typed article,

the sentence or paragraph in which the mistake occurred would be re-typed, clipped, and pasted on top of



THE WORLD OF TECHNOLOGY 52

theoriginal mistake. Thearticles, Chamlee said, were printed on long sheetsof paper and cut into boxesto
fit the proper layout of the newspaper. The staff would box out asection of the newspaper for a
photograph, which were devel oped in the dark room on campus by staff photographers, and the
photograph would be converted to ahalf tone at the Transylvania Timesoffice. If the photograph wastoo
largefor itsappointed box, the staff would simply trim theleftoversto makeit fit.

“Everythingwasvery manua and labor intensive,” Chamleesaid. “It wasvery tediousbecause
nothing wasautomated. But weworked well together and had good camaraderie. With astaff of four or
five, plusme, it would take around four hoursto lay out anissue’ (Chamlee 2006).

Chamlee said that he dlowed hisstudentsto have complete control over the contentinthe
newspaper, but he made surethat the quaity of The Clarion—uwriting style, grammar, punctuation, and
appearance—was up to par. Thisfreedom made The Clarion atrue student-run newspaper, and the staff
would onceagain berewarded for their ability to takethisjob professionally and serioudly. 1n1982-83 and
1983-84, The Clarion receivedfirst place honors at the American Schol astic Press A ssoci ation newspaper
competition. OnApril 26,1983 (Vol. L, Issue No. 9), The Clarion released some of the judges comments
fromthe 1982-83 competition: “Theaward |etter accompanying the certificate stated articlesarewell
writtenand arelaid out in aprofessional manner that makestheformat quite attractive. ... your devotion of
thelast pageto sportscoverageisaprofessional technique.” A year later, the newspaper reported the
judges commentsin the 1983-84 competition on May 1, 1984 (Vol. L1, IssueNo. 9): “Your contentis
very good forasmall publication.... (The Clarion) incorporatesavariety of creativegraphicsand origina
artwork that makesit an attractive and professiond publication.” Thetedioustask of publishing acollege

newspaper had once again paid off for the dedicated staff of The Clarion.

BREVARD COLLEGE CONVERTS TO COMPUTERS

Technologica advancementswererapidly increasinginthe 1970s, and by the middle of the decade
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themass production of theintegrated circuit allowed for thefirst ownership of personal computers.
Collegesand universitiesaround the nation began using computersto record student recordsand improve
adminigrativeorganization. Many ingtitutionsbegan offering computer programming coursesintheir
curriculums. In 1976, Brevard College bought itsfirst computer, which was used to teach basic
programming. Six yearslater, thecollege'sgoal of converting to the computer agethrough opening campus
terminals, providing professorswith computer accessintheir offices, and recording administrative business
electronically wasamost complete. OnAugust 22, 1982 (Vol. L, IssueNo. 1), The Clarion reported on
thecollege’ sprogressin theworld of technology. Thegoa in converting theinstitution to the use of
computerswasto “ minimizetheinstructor’shours, to increase student’slearning potential, and to make the
administrative process operate much more smoothly,” thearticlesays. “ Soon computerswill enablethe
instructor torecord all gradesand averaged| grades.” But computerswerenot only affecting thelivesof
teachers. The Clarion reported that studentswould soon be ableto take tests on computers, in which they
would receiveimmediate feedback, and use computer programs, such asa System of Interactive Guidance
and Information (SIGI), to research future schoolsor occupations.

Thefollowing year, the college purchased two more computersthat would be used intheregistrar’'s
officefor printing transcripts, grades, and storing students’ schedules, accordingto an articlein The Clarion
from February 4, 1983 (Vol. L, IssueNo. 6). By thefall of 1984, computer science courseswere being
taught at Brevard College, and The Clarion wasthereto report on these new classroom experiences. In
thethirdissueof Vol. 52, reporter Dana Caro asked one student what he thought of the new computer
classes: “ Sofar classesareinteresting and enjoyable,” said John Beaver, who wastaking Computer
Science 103. “We' rebasically learning literacy in Pascal, an upper-level computer language; it’'sdemanding
but everyone seemsto beenthusiastic.” Thisenthusiasm would remain on campusthroughout the decade

and, ascomputers continued to play avital roleinthe college' sacademic programs, The Clarion would be
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thereto cover the changes.

BEYOND THE CAMPUS

Astechnologica advancementsrapidly enhanced lifethroughout the country, the ability tofollow
national and international newsbecameincreasingly easier for citizensof the United States. 1n 1980, CNN
becamethe nation’ sfirst 24-hour newschannel. Throughtheir live breaking newsbroadcastsfrom around
the country and theworld, the general public couldinstantaneoudy stay intouch with occurrencesunfolding
outside of their communitiesfor hoursonend. Millionswatchedin 1983 whentheU.S. Embassy was
bombedin Beirut, killing 40 people, in 1986 asthe space shuttle Challenger explodedinmid-air just
seconds after liftoff, as* Baby Jessica’ wasrescued fromthewell in 1987, and asthe BerlinWall came
crashing downin 1989. Because of thisincreased global awareness, college newspaperslike The Clarion
began paying closer attention to eventsgoing oninthe nation and theworld at large.

After gaining awarenessfor widespread news coverage, college newspapersbegan toredlizethat
their school was not independent from therest of theworld. Kim Ormand, editor-in-chief of The Clarion
in 1985-86, described thisinterconnectednessin her columnonApril 30, 1986 (Vol. LI, IssueNo. 10)
titled, “What | Hoped The ClarionWould Be.” Ormand saysthat she* awaysthought that acollege
newspaper should be apaper filled with news, features, sports—anything pertaining to theschool. But |
also strongly believethat acollege should not be so completely cut off that it forgetstheoutsdeworld....
Thus, | thought of asimple solution. The paper should cover national or world newsasit pertainsto the
college. Thiscouldincludeany such changesasinthedrinking laws...or eventheairlinestrikes.”

Inthe 1980s, The Clarion spent time covering nationa eventslikethe 1980 election of President
Ronad Reagan and hisre-election four yearslater (Brevard College students strongly supported the
election of Reagan, but gave him afailing gradetwo yearsinto his presidency, according to polls conducted

by TheClarion). Theincreased drinking agefrom 18 to 21 wasafrequent newsstory in 1986. On
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September 17,1986 (Val. LIV, Issue No. 2), editor-in-chief Bonnie Davissaid that thenew drinking laws
were“unjust and unfair especially tothoseaready 19 or 20.... Maybeif alcohol wasn't considered sucha
no-no inthiscountry, then it wouldn’t bethewidespread problemthat it is.” Two yearsafter thechangein
alcohol policy, Brevard College studentsvoted for asuccessor to President Ronald Reagan. On November
2,1988 (Vol. LVI, IssueNo. 4), The Clarion rel eased the results of its mock-el ection that saw George
Bush defeat Michael Dukakis 225-90. Studentsvoiced their reasonsfor voting Bushto The Clarion: “I
don't believein Michadl Dukakis' beliefsabout abortion and capital punishment,” student Jay Lighthiser
said. “Dukakiscan't balance our budget likethe budget for hisstate. | feel Bush can carry out
Reaganomics.” Internationa studentsvoicedtheir opinionsaswell. Japanese student Chizuru Tijinasaid
that “ Japanese studentslike President Reagan because of hisforeignrelations, soif | could votel would
votefor Bush.”

Whilethenational and international coveragein The Clarion increased throughout the 1980s, the
majority of the newspaper remai ned dedi cated to covering campus and community events. Andwhenthe
college began studying the possibility of converting to afour-year senior collegein 1986, The Clarionwas
listening. On November 5, 1986 (Vol. L1V, Issue No. 5), the newspaper reported on ameeting that the
Board of Trustees conducted about converting to afour-year ingtitution. Fromthe meeting, the Trustees
concluded that “the prospects of converting to afour-year school should bepursued.” Theschool that
Brevard College should model itself after, the Trusteesdecided, was Davidson College. 1n 1988, Brevard
College opened withitslargest freshman classever, accordingto The Clarion (Vol. LVI, IssueNo. 1). A
year later, the school’ senrollment wasat an all-time high, 764 students, and the college sold land to Ingles
MarketsInc. for $1.5 million“to assist faculty salaries, student scholarships and ambitious new programs
thecollegewill beundertaking.” Although the newspaper would not aludeto thefour-year senior college

conversonwithinthelnglesarticle, the processwould be onthe minds of the staff over the next decade.
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Thisconversion would not only shapethedirection of Brevard College, but it would change The Clarion as

wadl.

Major Events, 1976-1989
April 23,1976: The Ramonesreleasetheir first self-titled album.
January 20, 1977: Jimmy Carter succeeds Gerald Ford as 39" President of the United States.
August 16, 1977: ElvisPresley diesin Memphis, Tennessee.
May 5, 1978: Pete Rose gets his 3,000" career hit.

November 4, 1979: Thefirst of 444 daysthat 63 diplomates and three other U.S. citizens were held hostage inside the
American Embassy in Tehron, Iran.

December 3,1979: 11 fansarekilled during a stampede for seats before The Who concert at the Riverfront Coliseumin
Cincinnati, Ohio.

March 21, 1980: Jimmy Carter announcesthe U.S. will boycott the 1980 Summer Olympicsin Moscow.
December 8, 1980: John Lennon diesinaNew York hospital after being shot by Mark David Chapman.
January 20, 1981: Ronald Reagan succeeds Jimmy Carter as40™" President of the United States.

March 30, 1981: John Hinckley Jr. attempts to assassinate President Ronald Reagan in Washington, D.C.
May 13, 1981: Mehmet Ali Agca, a Turkish assassin, attempts to assassinate Pope John Paul 11 in Rome.
December 1, 1982: Michael Jacksonreleases Thriller.

May 8, 1984: The Soviet Union announcesit will boycott the 1984 Summer Olympic Gamesin LosAngeles.
November 6, 1984: President Ronald Reagan isreelected to another term.

March 31, 1985: Thefirst Wrestlemania isheld with Muhammad Ali asthe guest referee.

January 28, 1986: The space shuttle Challenger explodes just 73 seconds after liftoff.

April 26, 1986: Chernobyl nuclear disaster occursin Ukraine.

January 20, 1989: George Herbert Walker Bush succeeds Ronald Reagan as the 41% President of the United States.
January 24, 1989: Serial Killer Ted Bundy isexecuted in Florida.

September 21, 1989: Hurricane Hugo makeslandfall in South Carolina.

November 9, 1989: East Germany opens check pointsin Berlin and German citizens begin tearing down the Berlin Wall.
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CHAPTER

VII.

The Rise and Fall of The Clarion
1990 - 2004

ARE YQU READY FOR THE ‘ 90s?

By 1989, high expectationsfor the new decade could be seen and heard around the country: the
BerlinWall had fallenin Germany and civilian proteststriggered communist governments across Eastern
Europeto turn over their power; the United States of Americahad anew president, GeorgeH. W. Bush,
who at the height of the“war ondrugs’ held abag of cocainein hisfirst televised speech aspresident; and,
closer to home, North Carolinahad recovered from Hurricane Hugo, which struck the Carolinason
September 21, 1989, and cel ebrated itsbicentennia inthat year, rallying high expectationsfor the next 200
years. Liketherest of the country, optimism at Brevard Collegewasontherise. Not only did The Clarion
try to keep up with the modern trends styli stically—the newspaper used computer programsfor processing
articles, producing layout, and printing in color (the banner at the top of the newspaper wasproducedina
different color eachissue)—but the staff writersand editorsvoiced their hopeful nessin columnsthroughout
the paper. OnJanuary 29, 1990 (Vol. LVII, Issue No. 6), The Clarion released itsfirst issue of the new
decade. Ashley Cimino, associate editor of The Clarion, rel eased some of her expectationsfor the new

decadeinan articletitled, “ Areyouready for the’ 90s?’
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Areyou ready for the’90s? This promisesto be adecade very different from
thelast. Although there'sno flying cars or robotic butlers—yet—there are major
changestaking place that will affect theway weall liveinthe next 10 years.

The days of “work-till-you-drop,” chemical and drug dependency, insensitive
bosses and Communism may cometo ahalt.... And if international trends continue, this
may also become an erato be remembered as an era of peace.

Perhapstotal disarmament will becomeareality.

Perhapsthiserawill become atime of productivity and spiritual unification for
our country.

Perhaps we will win the battles at home; the ones that must be fought: AIDS,
drugs, environmental protection.... In this erawe must be positive and confident. We
must forget our selfishness from past decades and support one another. To love the
grass we walk on and the sky above us. To love the flag with its stars and stripes.

Cimino’soptimism for the new decade wasclear, and The Clarion staff could only remain hopeful asthe
1990sbegan with agift fromaformer staff member.

On February 12, 1990 (Vol. LVI1I, IssueNo. 7), The Clarion reported that Tom Higgins, aformer
staff writer from 1955-1957 and award-winning motor sportsjournalist for the Charlotte Observer,
donated $1,000 to the newspaper. After winning the Miller American MotorsportsAward of Excellence,
which carried withit a$1000 prizeto therecipient’scollege of choice, Higginsgavetheprizeto The
Clarion. Inaninterview with the newspaper, Higgins explained why he donated the money to The Clarion:
“That'swherel got my start.... I’'mreally tickled to beableto do this,” hesaid. Thefaculty advisor for The
Clarion at thetimewas Jock Lauterer, who said he had “known and admired (Higgins) and hiswork for
years.... thisgiftin hishonor isatremendousboost for Brevard College'scampus newspaper. We'll use
thefundstoimprovethequality of the publication.” TheClarion, at thetime, wasan eight- to 12-page

tabl oid-s zed newspaper published every other Monday.

M DDLE EAST CRI SI S H TS HOVE

When The Clarion predicted apeaceful decadein January 1990, staff membershad littleintuition
of theconflict awaitingthenationintheMiddle East. OnAugust 2, 1990, Iragi forcesinvaded Kuwait after
alleging that the country wasillegdly drilling oil acrossirag’ sborder. Fivedayslater, President GeorgeH.

W. Bush launched * Operation Desert Shield” and acoalition of forcesled by the United States moved into
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Saudi Arabiato prevent another Iragi invasion and convince Irag’sleader, Saddam Hussein, to removelrag
forced from Kuwait. If negotiationsfailed, Bush said, the United States coalition would removelrag by
force. On September 17, 1990, The Clarion released its second issue of Vol. 58 with the headline,
“MiddleEast crisshitshome.” Insde, staff membershighlighted Brevard College studentswhomthe
conflict wasdirectly affecting. Two studentsat thetimewere part of the U.S. Army Reservesunitlocated in
Brevard, and their story brought aconflict half aworld away onto the Brevard College campus. John
Massieand Craig Register woretheir gas masks and camouflage jacketsin the photo on thefront page, as

co-editor Libby Enloeand assi stant editor Sarah Fish told the students’ story:

When BC cross country runner John Massie, a corporal, learned his unit might
be activated, he says he was worried about losing his standing as a runner, “But if | have
togo—I'll go.” John saysheisalso worried about his brother, Frank, aMarinewho is
already stationed on the front linesin the Gulf.

Craig Register, also acorporal, says, “| had mixed feelingswhen it all started.”
Hewas at Ft. Jackson, S.C., serving his planned 17-day Annual Training when hefirst
heard about the Iragi invasion of Kuwait.

“1 wasn’t sure whether | was going to get to come back to school,” says
Craig.... A lot (of hisfriends) had theideal was already overseas. | got alot of letters of
concern at camp and phone messages waiting for me at home when | returned.”

John says, “I’m sick of therumors. Every day | hear new thingsthat scare me.
People don’t know what they’re talking about. They’re not directly affected by it—we
are”

The seriousness hit home with many reservists. “A lot of us went ahead and
made out wills,” says Craig. “| hope we can get it resolved without going to war.”

John says, until notification, “Me and Craig, we laugh—and it keeps you from
going nuts.”

Thetwo reservistsweren' t the only membersof the Brevard College community affected by thesituationin
theMiddleEast. TheClarionreported on one student, Derek Bauer, whosefamily had beenlivingin
Kuwait but moved to South Carolinajust beforethelragi invasion. Bauer received newsthat 17 of his
friendswere now hostagesin Kuwait, after becoming involved in an automobile accident ontheway to
Baghdad. A former Brevard College student, Heather Baldwin, wasaMarine Reservist awaiting her call to
duty whileshe studied at East CarolinaUniversity. And two membersof thefaculty, Naomi Gibbsand Dae
Wiener, had sonsinvolved in Operation Desert Storm. The Clarion did not report if thereservistswere

called into duty; however, the newspaper did inform readers of therelease of Bauer’shostagefriendsthree
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months|ater.

AsTheClarionprepared for 1991, the country till founditself inastand-off with Iraginthe
Middle East. On December 10, 1990 (Vol. LVI11, Issue No. 5), the newspaper conducted an opinion pol|
among students about the Iragi situation. Based on the survey, inwhich 124 studentsat the college
participated, “ 61 percent of those polled said they were against the United Statestaking military action,
while 27 percent said they werein favor of attacking Irag now. Another 11 percent said the U.S. should go
towar only asalast resort.” Thesurvey a so asked the question, “If you weredrafted, would you go?’ to
which 57 percent said they would go. Of the students polled, 64 of them said that they were“worried
about thedraft” and 69 said they were personally affected by the situation inthe Middle East—they had
family or friendsserving the country. The Clarion aso reported that anumber of alumni wereservingin
Saudi Arabia, and leaders on campuswereorganizing a“ care package” collection for troops. When
studentsreturned fromwinter break in January, their hopesfor an end to the conflict weredealt a
disheartening blow.

OnJanuary 28, 1991 (Vol. LVIIl, Issue No. 6), the headline on thefront page of The Clarion
read, “ Back to school, and ontowar.” According tothearticle, “the day after classesresumed at Brevard
College, the United Stateswent towar with Irag.” Thefeature photograph wasthat of apeacerally on
January 18infront of theentranceto the college. Studentsare seen holding signsthat read, “WE HAVEA
VISION...PEACE!” and“ SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERSAND PRAY FOR THEIR SAFE RETURN.”
The co-editor of The Clarion at thetimewasLibby Enloe, who released acolumntitled, “My heart and my

mother agree...war iswrong” inthat historicissue:

| find it most ironic that this month, as we celebrate the birth of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., we at the same time mock his memory by waging war on Irag. For awhile,
| thought we, asaglobal community, werefinally realizing Dr. King's dream of
negotiation without threat of war. | obviously miscal culated.

How can we put a deadline on peace? Istrying to achieve peace by saying,
“Get out—or else,” aresponsible action?

| have been called blind. | have been called naive. Peopletell mel don’t
understand how things “really” are. Make no mistake, dear reader. | know this. War, for
whatever cause, leaves me as cold as the corpsesit created. God forgive usall.
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Asthewar escalated in the Persian Gulf, the campus becameincreasingly vocal onitspostion. One
student, David Allen Turner, had servedinthe U.S. Army for three yearsin Europe and was called back up
at thestart of the spring semester. Studentsinitiated frequent prayer circlesand discussionsabout thewar.
Rumorsof adraft began circulating around campus, anissue Dr. ClaraWood, Dean of Brevard College,
had torenouncein TheClarion: “I have heardthereisalot of incorrect information circul ating on campus,”
Wood said. “I hopethat thisarticleand thefull copiesof the Selective Serviceregulationswill iminate
someof theconfusion.” Preston Woodruff, Associate Professor of Religion at Brevard College, wrotea

letter to theeditor inthat issuetitled, “ Right to free speech doesn’ t disappear when war breaksout.”

L ately, members of the College community who are less enthusiastic about the
reason for the Persian Gulf war, and who are less than convinced about the war’s
inevitability or necessity, have had their patriotism questioned in notices and posters
about campus, or in direct confrontations....

Because the founders of the United States intended it so, Americais the most
open society in the world. More than anything el se which makes American proud—out
material wealth, our military might, our effortsto create a classless society—thisiswhat
other nations admire the most...

The right to free speech does not disappear when war breaks out, and
Americanswho criticizetheir government are not, thereby, unpatriotic.

President George H. W. Bush would call acease-fireon February 27, 1991, and the short conflictinthe
Middle East would hat. During month-long air raid and four-day ground skirmish, inwhich Iragji forces
retreated from Kuwait back to Iraqg, approximately 25,000 Iragiswerekilledwhile 345 U.S. codlition
soldiersdied. TheClarion did not cover theend of the conflict, nor did they report on the status of

studentsor alumni serving oversess.

BREVARD COLLECGE EXPANDS TO FOUR- YEAR PROGRAM

Following the Persian Gulf War, The Clarion turned itsattention to i ssues of campus concern. The
construction of the Porter Center for Performing Arts, the re-establishment of baseball asavarsity sport at
Brevard College, thedrug and alcohol culture on campus, and the formation of anew college program,

Wilderness Education, wereall topicsthat made headlines over the next four years. But on November 9,
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1994, The Clarion announced theleading campus news story to date: the expansion of Brevard Collegeto
afour-year senior ingtitution. Thearticleannounced the college’splan to seek baccal aureate degreesin
music and art and, upon approval for the programs, enrall juniorsfor thefirst timeinthefal of 1995. “The
official announcement was made at theannual fall meeting of the Brevard College Board of Trustees, which
approved the curricular plansrecommended by faculty and trustee committees,” thearticlereads. “The
Board a so voted to declarethe College’ s$16-million capital campaign successfully ended.” Whilethe
announcement brought excitement to the Brevard College community, thoughts of expansion caused fear for
many studentsand faculty membersat the college.

The Clarion addressed thisconcern for thefour-year expansion of Brevard Collegeinthethird
issueof Vol. 64 on December 7, 1994. Inan articletitled, “What will four-year programs mean for campus

life?’ reporter TatyanaPerry attempted to highlight campus concerns.

After ten years of discussion, Brevard College istaking a huge step into the
future. Theintroduction of afour year fine arts program has created mixed feelings from
the general student populace, who have many questions concerning this program.

Most feel that thisisagood ideaasit will attract more people, increase Brevard
College'sreputation and make it more diversified. However, others argue that the school
will favor the fine arts major students. Others suggest that BC would lose its reputation
as an academic college and only be known for itsfine arts program. Aboveall, they are
interested in knowing if the college staff will become less strict on alcohol and other
violations.

| approached Steve Martin with these questions, and others, to get a basic
overview on what was going on. Martin disagrees with the opinion that Brevard will lose
its academic standing, as he claims that, although many courses they are instituting are
designed to support the fine arts program, there will still be alot of emphasis on good,
solid academic courses.... Martin states “We are not willing to sacrifice our reputation.”

Martin said the alcohol ban will most likely not belifted.... Martin doesn’t feel
that there will be an increase (in drugs), as he stated that it is usually freshmen that do
theexperimenting....

Why the fine arts department? It was chosen because it is believed to be the
strongest program at Brevard and they figured they should go with their strength....

With all these new students, a plan is heeded to arrange the housing and
admissionsfor the arrival of more students.

Asthefollowing year began, The Clarion would cover thetransition by printing pressreleasesfromthe
Brevard College Public Relations Office. But asBrevard College added new four-year baccalaureate

programs, modified itscampusto house aninflux of new students, and transitioned into senior college
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athletic and academic associations, The Clarionwould not follow the new four-year standards set by the
ingtitution. Instead, The Clarion and the campus community found the status and qua ity of the newspaper

spiraing downward.

SLI P SLI DI NG AWAY

Four yearsafter initiating itsfirst four-year baccal aureate degree programsinfinearts, Brevard
Collegewashometo academic divisonsin environmenta studies, mathematics, and natural sciences,
exercise science and wildernessleadership and experientia education, finearts, humanities, music, and
socia sciences, al offering four-year degree programs. TinaMcBride, Professor of English at Brevard
College, told the Pertel ote, the college’ sannual yearbook, that * having juniors and seniors has added anew
dimension, and asense of maturity that has enhanced the classroom experience” (Taylor 93). The
excitement for the college’ strangtion wasvisibly present onthe Brevard College campus, and inthefall of
1999, the school year began with high expectationsfor the new millennium. But somefearsbeganto
surface.

Theworldwidescareof Y 2K, afear that computer functionswouldfail to operate at exactly
midnight on January 1, 2000 and send financia and governmenta agenciesinto chaos, spread throughout
themediain 1999. The Clarionwasno exception. Inanissue published December 9, 1999, the staff
conducted apoll onwhat studentsthought would happen on January 1, 2000. Seven studentswere polled,
gparking responseslike, “ Somesmaller corporationsor banksmight get some problems or shutdown, but
nothingwill happentothelarger corporations,” and 1 think that everything’ sgoing to be okay. At that
point, theworld will destroy itself at afaster ratethanitisnow.” The Clarion, however, did not accompany
thepoall withan articleand would not follow uponY 2K thefollowing semester. After publishing only six
issuesthroughout the entire 1999-2000 year, the campus community beganto find therelease of the

newspaper unpredictableand unreliable.
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Dr. Ralph Hamlett, Associate Professor of Political Scienceat Brevard College, beganteaching at
theingtitutionin 1998. Hamlett remembersthe poor qudity of The Clarion during hisfirst fiveyearsat the
college: “I remember (my wife) reading the paper and saying that her high school newspaper was better
than The Clarion,” Hamlett said. Hamlett, who residesin Canton, North Carolina, often picked up The
Clarionfromaprinting company that the newspaper used near hishomeand deliveredit tothecollege. “It
wasvery inconsistent. The newspaper came out maybetwiceasemester, and | remember one edition
coming out on thelast day of examswhen no studentswereleft on campus,” hesaid. Thearticles, which
Hamlett said wereattributed by hearsay, werefull of typos. “I don’t think they had anyone proofing the
paper,” hesaid. Anissueof TheClarionthat lingersin Hamlett’ smemory was published onMarch 1,
2001, and includesan opinion poll asking thequestion, “ Areyou still considered avirginif you have
engagedinora sex?’ Thenewspaper lacked any real substance, Hamlett said, and thisopinion poll was
proof. “They presumed that, becauseit looked like anewspaper and felt like anewspaper, that it wasa
newspaper. But they lost. It wasnot anewspaper. It wasmorelikeliningfor abird cage” (Hamlett 2006).

In 2000-2001, The Clarion released atotal of four issues. Thefollowing year, the newspaper
published just threeissues. Andinthe 2002-2003 school term, The Clarion sent two issuesto the press.
Theincons stency in publishing the newspaper wasnot the only visibleflaw in The Clarion; the quality of
the paper also diminished. Stylistically, The Clarion was printed on tabloid-sized paper, but resembled
more of aMicrosoft Works ClipArt view book than acollege newspaper. Editorsinserted ClipArtto
accompany articlespublished in the paper, which were of substandard writing quality themselves. The
feature story in anissuereleased on March 31, 2000, wastitled “ Gift donates music to students’ future.”
Thearticlebegins, “ In February, President J. Thomas Bertrand announced thisover $1. million gift
contributed by Robert D. Coleman Jr. and hiswife Ruth Kirkpatrick for thegift of music.” Itisnot until

halfway through the articlethat readersdiscover the author is speaking about amonetary donationfor an
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organinthePorter Center for PerformingArts. Thearticlefailsthe®five-W’s’ test taught inall introductory
journalism courses, which saysthat the reader should know what happened, who wasinvolved, whenit
occurred, whereit occurred, and why it occurred in the lead paragraph of astory.

On October 6, 2000, reporter Jarvis Broom wroteafront page articletitled “Volunteers SWEEPthe
FrenchBroad.” Throughout thearticle, and even in mid-sentence, Broom changeshispoint of view:
“Brevard College students Troy Mathersand Jarvis Broom (third person) werethelast onesto pull up
during thefirst stop dueto agiganticindustrial wheel inour (first person) boat.” Aswriting quality
diminishedin The Clarion, so did the subject matter. The student newspaper that had once been awarded
for itsfirst-classeditorialsdefending the civil rights movement and questioning thewar in Vietnam was now
focusingitsjourndistictaentsinto publishing editorid sonthelust for femal e studentsinthe summer. On
April 30, 2002 (Vol. 69, Issue No. 3), Ty Harbour, editor-in-chief of The Clarion, published an editorial

titled, smply, “Editorid.”

For those of you who have no clue who | am, then let me take thetimeto let you
in on one of my little secrets. | happen to love thistime of the year. School isamost
over, the weather is hot, and the women! Now, I’ m trying very hard not to invite sexual
harassment charges or groups of women to burn me at the stake, but how can you get
away with what little you wear in the summer? | have to applaud every single woman out
there who can show so much self-confidence by wearing things you wear in the summer.
Guys, you know what I’ m talking about.

Thehigh standard set by 70 yearsof excellencein the student reporting at Brevard Collegewastaking a
turnfor theworse.

In the 2003-2004 school year, The Clarion decided to substituteits printed publication for an
online-only newspaper. Thefirst, and only, issue of thefall semester wasrel eased on November 24, 2003
(Vol. 70, IssueNo. 1), just weeks beforewinter break. Intheissue, The Clarion staff covered storieslike
senior pinning, which occurred two monthsprior, theinauguration of Brevard College President Drew Van
Horn, whichtook place on October 10 of that year, and areview of thefall athletic contestsat the college.

Thefollowing spring semester wasno more successful than thefall for the erratic newspaper. After
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publishing two onlineissues, The Clarion staff called it quitsfor the academicyear. Beyondits

unpredictablerelease datesand lack of constructivereporting, The Clarionfailed toinform the campus
community that the newspaper was available online, leading studentsand faculty to believethat Brevard
Collegewaswithout astudent newspaper. A decadethat began with mediocre newscoveragefor The

Clarion, however, would see hopein the next two years.

Major Events, 1990-2004
August 2, 1990: Iraqinvades Kuwait, eventually leading to the Persian Gulf War.
October 3,1990: East and West Germany reuniteto form Germany.
January 16, 1991: Operation Desert Storm beginswith air strikesagainst Iraqg.
February 26, 1991: Iragi |leader Saddam Hussein announceswithdrawal of Iragi troopsfrom Kuwait.
November 7,1991: NBA superstar Earvin“Magic” Johnson announcesthat he hasHIV and will retire from basketball.

April 29, 1992: LosAngeles police officersare found “not guilty” in the beating of Rodney King, sparking several days
of riotsinthe area.

January 20, 1993: William Jefferson Clinton succeeds George Bush as the 42™ President of the United States.
April 8,1994: Kurt Cobain, lead singer of Nirvana, isfound dead in Seattle, Washington from an apparent suicide.

June 17, 1994: Former NFL star O.J. Simpson fleesfrom policein hiswhite Ford Bronco. Thelow-speed chaseis
broadcasted on live television.

May 23, 1995: The Oklahoma City bombing occursat the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.

October 3, 1995: O.J. Simpsonisfound “not guilty” in the double murder trial of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald
Goldman.

July 19, 1996: The Summer OlympicsinAtlanta, Georgia, open.

November 5, 1996: President Clintonisreelected over Republican challenger Bob Dole.

August 31, 1997: Princess Dianaof Walesiskilled in an automobile accident in Paris.

April 20, 1999: The Columbine High School massacre occursin Littleton, Colorado, killing 12 students and one teacher.

January 20, 2001: George W. Bushissworn in asthe 43" President of the United States after a controversial vote
recount in Florida.

September 11, 2001: Terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centersin New York and the Pentagon in Washington, D.C. kill
nearly 3,000 people.

May 1, 2003: President George W. Bush gives a speech announcing the end of major combat in Irag.

December 12, 2003: Saddam Husseiniscaptured in Tikrit.
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CHAPTER

VIII.

The Clarion Resurrected
2004 - 2006

THE STRUGGELE CONTI NUES

I joined The Clarion staff inthefall of 2004 whiletaking anintroductionto journalism courseat the
college. With the newspaper in shambles, Brevard College hired Dr. John Padgett that year to helpinthe
resurrection of The Clarion. Asidefrom teaching theintroductory course, Padgett took over asfaculty
advisor for the newspaper and rallied ameeting together shortly after the start of the semester for students
interested inwriting for The Clarion. Asafirst semester sophomore, | had declared English asamajor the
previous spring and was|ooking for an emphasisareathat fall. | had never taken ajournalism course
before, and | had no knowledge of acampus newspaper at Brevard College. Sowhentheinitial meeting
wascalled that fall, | assumed that we were going to create astudent publication, not restorea70-year-old
highly decorated student newspaper.

But | soon became aware of therestoration of The Clarion. Approximately 10 students attended
themeeting, al showinginterestin reviving the newspaper. Staff positionswere assigned that night (I would
beadtaff writer covering campus newsand sports), and weimmediately began to research the possibility of

releasing anissue of The Clarion that semester. Theenthusiasmfor the newspaper present inthat first
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meeting, however, would not remain cons stent asthe semester continued. Thenewly announced editor-in-
chief resigned after just one meeting, and the staff numbersbeganto diminish. A new editor, senior Nathan
Jerkins, took charge of The Clarion and, with the help of onlineeditor Hall Penn, released an online edition
of the newspaper in late October of 2004. Theissue consisted of 11 articleswritten by five staff members,
covering storieslikethe presidential debates between President George W. Bush and Senator John Kerry,
congressiona candidate Patsy Keever’svisitto Brevard College, agallery openingin SmsArt Building's
Spiers Gallery, and the damage caused by four large storms, remnants of Hurricanes Francisand Ivan, that
swept through Western North Carolinathat fall. Accordingtothearticle, “severa largetreeson campus
wereknocked downin the stormsand had to be removed...even King's Creek became afurioustorrent
that could have been kayaked.” Theissue, however, would not be highly publicized to the campus, and

withlittlecampusfollowing, it would be the only issue published that semester.

A NEWDI RECTI ON

Asthe spring semester rolled around, The Clarion had tofill the shoesof Jerkins, who graduated in
December of 2004. Hall Pennwasthe newly eected editor-in-chief, and | wasannounced managing editor
of the newspaper. Immediately, we began to research the possibilities of moving The Clarionto aprint
publication. After conducting negotiationswith theadministration of the college and its Office Services
Department, it was determined that the college could begin printing issues of the newspaper for uson
11x17, folded newd etter-style paper. Penn began the process of laying out the newspaper on the computer
program Pagemaker 7.0, and on Valentine's Day, February 14, 2005 (Vol. 70, IssueNo. 1), thefirst
printed issueintwo yearsof The Clarion wasreleased. The eight-pageissue covered campus concerns
likethe new regulationson the use of campusfire pits, the contamination of scabiesin JonesResidentsHall,
and an editorial by the newly appointed editor-in-chief titled, “ Democracy: adyingdream.” TheClarion

consi stently published 12- to 16-pageissues of the newspaper roughly every two weeksthat spring, and by
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theend of the semester we had put out fiveissues of the newly revived paper. Asidefrom covering campus
eventssuch asthe Student Government A ssociation el ections, the Brevard Collegefundraising campaign,
and sporting eventsand concert reviewsaat the college, The Clarion began forming strong opinions about
campusand community news. On March 2, 2005 (Val. 70, IssueNo. 3), | reported the newsthat Brevard
Collegewas considering there-introduction of football asacollegiate sport at the college. After morethan
50yearswithout afootball team, | tackled the Athletic Sub-Committee’ s process of reintroducing the sport,

and The Clarion staff voiced their opinion on the matter:

The proposal of afootball team at Brevard College has come about quite quickly
and those involved seem to be running towards a decision.

The main problemswe seewith afootball team at Brevard College are monetary
issues and large changes to the community. The trustees have claimed that the football
programwill sustainitself. Thismight betrueintheimmediate future when dealing with
things like equipment, but the rental of the high school field seemsto be anissue. What
happens down the road, maybe a few years into the program, when the school decides
they want afootball field on campus? There seemsto be adivide between the idea of a
self-funded football team and reality. At what point will theinitial funding stop and the
football’s self-sustaining funding begin?...

The problems with thisidea of funding seem rampant. There are no other
athletic teams at Brevard College that are self-sustaining. No other athletic team charges
admission to their games.

The main argument for bringing afoothall program to Brevard Collegeisto bring
in more students and in turn more revenue. The college states on their website that
“There are no collegesin Western North Carolina, with enrollments of 1,000 traditional
undergraduates, or more that do not have football as an intercollegiate sport” yet we
know that correlation does not imply causation.

Bringing in more students is an important mission of the college, but this should
be done in keeping with the school’s identity and not merely looking to others for fast
fixes.

Thecontroversy over afootball team at Brevard Collegewould beamaintopicin The

Clarion asthe newspaper continued to make anew namefor itself on campus.

MAKI NG PROGRESS AS A NEWSPAPER

Thefall semester of 2005 began with one of theleading newsstoriesof theyear, Hurricane Katrina.
Inthefirstissueof Vol. 71 (September 9, 2005), The Clarion covered thisdisaster and itseffect onthe
area. The center spread of the 12-pageissue contained aletter from President Drew Van Horn onthe

hurricane, instructions on how students could donateto the Red Cross, and photographs of automobiles
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lined up outside of gas stationsin Brevard, awaiting gasduring thefuel shortage. Penn addressed the

hurricanein an editorid titled, “ Our government failed usin atime of need.”

Right now people are dying. They are dying because our government dropped
theball. You know about hurricane Katrina. You know that the leveesin New Orleans
failed. But what | hopefor al of usisthat you know that it took days, not hours, but
daysfor the Federal Emergency Management Agency or Homeland Security or the
National Guard or even our President to take effective action. It took the Mayor of New
Orleans, Ray Nagin, cussing on liveradio and calling the federal government “clueless’
for them to make a genuine effort to save people.

Thefirstissueof thefal asotouched ontheinitiation of football asan intercollegiate sport at Brevard
College, astheAthletic Sub-Committee approved the matter earlier that summer. Thesetopicswould kick-
start ayear full of careful news coverage and controversy for The Clarion.

The Clarion was once again consistently releasing anissue every other week throughout the 2005-
2006 school year. Thisregularity and the quality of issuesembarked uponinthe newspaper resultedina
widespread audiencefor The Clarion. | received complimentsand comments on the newspaper amost
daily that fall asstudents, faculty members, and even the Brevard community began reading The Clarion.
On September 23, 2005 (Vol. 71, IssueNo. 2), | called for achangein the Brevard College mascot from
the® Tornados’ tothe*FightingWhite Squirrels.” Theeditorial sparked anew campusand community
discussion, as students, faculty members, and residents of Brevard considered the change. Two issueslater,
an art student at the college sketched the proposed mascot, and soon aMascot Reconsideration Committee
wasformed on campus. The committee conducted surveyson the changesthat studentswould liketo see
made to the mascot, but resultswere never published, and the mascot would not change.

Therevitalized newspaper would once again spark controversy throughout the campus community
on November 18, 2005 (Vol. 71, Issue No. 5) when wereported on the arrest of one Brevard College
student and suspension of three students. An arrest photo of freshman Craig Sampson appeared onthe
front page of theissue. Sampsonwasarrested for “injury to personal property” when healegedly smashed

another student’sguitar. The controversy, however, occurred when Brevard College admissionsofficias
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asked membersof the student organization Presidentia Circleto removetheissue of TheClarionfrom
campus before aprospective student visitation day. On February 1, 2005 (Vol. 71, Issue No. 6), Pennand

| reported on theincident for the newspaper:

On the morning of Saturday, Nov. 19, Brevard College was hosting an Open
Campus Day when Presidential Circle (PC) memberswere asked by an admissions official
to get rid of copies of the Nov. 18 Clarion issue, according to a PC member who wishes
to remain unnamed.

The PC member said that the officialsfelt “it probably wasn’t agood ideato
have [The Clarion] sitting out” because the covers, which contained a mug shot of an
arrested student, “weren’t portraying the school very well.”

“We thought this was inappropriate for visiting familiesto see,” said PC
Advisor Betty Kay Brookshire. “So [admissions officials] asked them to put The
Clarion out of sight for our Open Campus Day...”

When asked about the situation, President Van Horn said it was not an

institutional decision to pull copies of The Clarion.

Inastaff editoria titled, “ Removal of Clarionissues congtitutes censorship,” wediscussed the confiscation

of the newspaper further:

The fact that an admissions official asked students to remove issues of The
Clarion newspaper from sight during an open campus weekend is troubling to us. We
feel that the actions of the admissions official, or officials, isaform of censorship, and
that they feel our effortsto report the news are trivial and unimportant.

When thefacts are publicly available, it seemslikeit is better to present themin
an informational manner than to attempt to cover them up and act asif they don’t exist.

When employees at the college start censoring student publications, they’re
stepping onto aslippery slope. What will keep them from, say, removing a bumper
sticker on a student’s car if they think it will bother a prospective student or parent?

What will keep them from taking down aflyer that they personally might feel is
offensive or not good for a prospective student to see?

How do we know that they haven’t done these things before, and they just
haven’t been caught yet?

President Van Horn said that it is not an institutional policy to remove student
publications, but we feel that there has been nothing to stop school officials from doing
this, nor has anything been done to discourage them from doing it again.

The staff of The Clarion newspaper would like an apology from the admissions
officersthat either personally removed issues of The Clarion or asked others to do so.
They have taken something that students have worked hard on and pulled it from public
sight in an attempt to make their lives easier and in the process have insulted us as
students and news reporters.

The Clarion never received an apology from the Brevard College A dmissions Department.

A NEWEDI TOR S HOPES FOR THE FUTURE

The 2005-2006 school year ended with The Clarion publishing 10 issueson aschedul e of every

other Friday. Aswe published our last issuethat spring, Penn, who would graduate weeks|ater, left readers
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of TheClarionwithinsight asto what he had learned during histime aseditor-in-chief:

What I ve learned as the Editor in Chief of areborn newspaper isthat you have
to dig and grab and yell and joke and sometimes be an asshole. You have to make people
do the work, you have to make yourself do the work. | was never the best person for the
job, but I like to think | was the right guy at the right time to be that asshole, to be that
guy what while maybe didn’t have the exact mindset of agreat journalist, could gather a
small group of people and turn out a product on a somewhat regular basis.

Almost everything I’ ve learned here at BC has gone into my role with this
newspaper at some point. And I’ ve been thankful to have had the opportunity to latch
onto aproject and throw myself intoit....

Penn graduated in May of 2006 and was honored with the Presidential Award of Distinction, and award
given annually to studentsfor outstanding contributionsto the Brevard College community. Heisnow a
graphicdesigner inAthens, Georgia

| was el ected editor-in-chief of The Clarionfor thefall 2006 semester, and | immediately began
planning for my timein charge of the newly reborn, newly respected student newspaper. Whileserving as
aninternfor the Hender sonville Times-Newsin the summer of 2006, | gained inva uable experiencein
newspaper work and learned agreat deal about the newspaper industry. Throughout the summer, |
prepared for the release of anissueonthefirst day of classeson August 23, 2006 (Vol. 72, Issue No. 1).
The publication of thisissue brought forth alargefollowing for the student newspaper and sparked student
interest in contributing to The Clarion. The staff wasincreased from approximately 12 membersinthe
spring of 2006 to nearly 20 membersthat fall, and the newspaper became aweekly publication for thefirst
timein decades. Asof November 5, 2006, we havereleased 10 issues of The Clarion ranging from 8 to
16 pagesin length and covering topicsrelating to the campus, community, and the nation.

The Clarionisanewspaper richin history and proud of itsability to publish astudent-run
publication. If theorigina staff of The Clarionin 1935 might have beentold that their newspaper would
still be cons gtently and thoughtfully published 72 yearslater at Brevard College, would they havebelieved
it? Would the staff of 1970 that received the highest rating from the A ssociated Collegiate Pressbe

impressed with the quality of today’ snewspaper? If the online staff of 2003 saw the most recent issue of
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The Clarion, would they wish that they could have produced abetter product during their timeat Brevard
College? Asanew editor-in-chief takes over my positionin the spring of 2007, | would hopethat he or she
keepsthese questionsin mind. A rich history of Brevard College can be seen through the pages of The
Clarion, and | ask, what will future Brevard College historians study without the publication of afirgt-rate

student newspaper? For The Clarion isthewindow to theworld.

Major Events, 2004-2006
February 3, 2004: CIA admitsthere was no imminent threat of weapons of mass destruction before theinvasion of Iraqg.
November 2, 2004: George W. Bush defeats Senator John Kerry in Presidential Election.
February 16, 2005: The Kyoto Protocol goesinto effect without the support of the United States and Australia.
April 2,2005: Pope John Paul |1 dies; Pope Benedict XV 1 succeedshim onApril 19.
June 13, 2005: Michael Jackson isacquitted of all chargesin asexual molestationtrial.
July 7, 2005: Terrorist attackskill 56 and injure over 700 on underground train and buslinesin London.

August 29, 2005: Nearly 2,000 people arekilled asHurricane Katrinawreaks havocin Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Alabama

October 9, 2006: North Koreaclaimsit has conducted itsfirst nuclear test.

November 7, 2006: Democrats take control of both the House of Representatives and the Senate for the first time since
1994,
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An adina 1982 edition of The Clarion

The Clarion had changed stylistically in 1978

In 1986, a computer division was formed on campus

The Clarion reported on Brevard College's transition to computersin 1984
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The Clarion changes its banner in 1982

A student’s cartoon at the start of the war

The Clarion reports on student invol vement leading up to the Persian Gulf War
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The Clarion beginsto look less like a newspaper in 1999

The second of two issues released in 2001-2002

The Clarion uses poor choice of layout and ClipArt graphicsin this 2002 article
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Thefirst online banner of The Clarion

The Clarion becomes completely online in 2003 The online edition of The Clarion in spring 2004

The Clarion remains online in the fall 2004 semester, but the future islooking up
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Katrina

Afleets

| triggered a campus-wide search for a new mascot in 2005
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The Clarion reported on the return of football to Brevard Collegein the fall 2006 semester
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The Clarion returned to covering newsworthy issues in 2005

With alayout editor, The Clarion changed its appearancein 2006

The Clarion became a weekly paper in 2006

My first issue as editor-in-chief of The Clarion
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